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Mel Knight, Alberta Progressive Conservative Caucus Whip, presents Premier-Designate 


Ed Stelmach with a new name plate, Dec. 4. 


Stelmach 


leapfrogs 


into leadership 


By Marco Levytsky 
(Incorporating reports from The Edmonton 
Journal) 

Ukrainian Canadian Ed Stelmach shocked 
the Alberta Progressive Conservative estab- 
lishment by leaping from a distant third posi- 
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tion in the first ballot of the leadership race, 
Noy. 25, toa commanding final count finish, 
Dec. 2. 

“Folks, good guys do finish first,” he told 
cheering supporters after the tallying of the 
final results in the Alberta party’s leadership 
vote. 

Stelmach, who during the first round of bal- 
loting received only 14,967 votes (15.3%) to 
former Finance Minister Jim Dinning’s 
29,470 (30.2%) and MLA Ted Morton’s 

Cont. on P. 2 
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at the Aviation Museum in Edmonton, Dec. 2. 
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Victorious Ed Stelmach greets his supporters 
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Ukrainian Canadian Bloc delegates rally behind Dion. Up front, left to right: Edmonton- 
Leduc Liberal Candidate Jim Jacuta, Stephane Dion, Gerard Kennedy, Etobicoke-Centre 


By Marco Levytsky 

A decision by the Ukrainian Canadian del- 
egate bloc to follow their first-choice candi- 
date Gerard Kennedy over to Stephane Dion 
en masse proved to be a critical factor in the 
crucial third ballot during which, then-third- 
place Dion, vaulted into first over Michael 
Ignatieff and forced Bob Rae out of the Lib- 
eral leadership race at the Montreal conven- 
tion, Dec. 2. 

Dion went on to win the final ballot with 
2,521 votes to Ignatieff’s 2,084. 

The decision by the bloc, which was led by 
Etobicoke Centre MP Borys Wrzesnewskyj 
and numbered about 70 by the third ballot, 
prompted another Kennedy delegate bloc of 
140 members of the Sikh community, led by 
Mississauga-Brampton South MP Navdeed 
Bains, which had been considering a move to 
Ignatieff, to opt for Dion as well. 

Together, these 210 votes put Dion 122 
votes over Ignatieff and in first place. Third 
ballot results were: Dion 1,782, Ignatieff 
1,660 and Rae 1,375. 

Kennedy, who 15 of Ukrainian origin on his 
mother’s side and whose great grandfather, 
Wasyl Shemanski was one of the first Ukrai- 
nian pioneers to settle in the Ethelbert region 
of Manitoba, moved to Dion after the second 
ballot which saw him drop to 90 votes behind 
Dion. Ignatieff led with 1,481, Rae was sec- 
ond with 1,132, Dion Third with 974, 
Kennedy fourth with 884 and Ken Dryden 
fifth with 219. 

Dryden was forced out and moved into 
Rae’s camp. 


MP Borys Wrzesnewskyj, Edmonton-Strathcona Liberal Candidate Andriy Hladyshevsky. 


Although Kennedy could have stayed for 
the third ballot, the majority of the parliamen- 
tarians with him thought a-90-vote gap was 
too high and urged him to make the move 
then. 

“When the second ballot vote came up on 
the screen, Gerard called all the parliamen- 
tarians to huddle with him and decide whether 
or not to continue in the race, or to move. I 
was in a minority, telling him that our com- 
munity was behind him 100 % and behind 
him all the way,” Wrzesnewskyj told Ukrai- 
nian News. 

All the MPs except for three - Newfound- 
land MP Scott Simms, who moved to 
Ignatieff’s camp, Wrzesnewskyj and Bains 
who went to consult with their supporters — 
moved with Kennedy to Dion. 

ЗТ told him (Kennedy) that I would not 
make a decision without consulting with and 
holding a vote with the group, and Gerard 
respected that,” said Wrzesnewskyj. 

In the 45-minute session, delegates debated 
the merits of going with Rae or Dion. As more 
and more of the delegates spoke for Dion, it 
became apparent where the drift was heading 
and by the time the final vote was taken, sup- 
port for Dion was almost unanimous. 

After voting, Wrzesnewskyj called Dion 
and arranged for a photo opportunity with the 
Ukrainian delegates. He also called Bains, 
who told him had the Ukrainians gone to Rae, 
his group would have gone to Ignatieff. 

“When they heard that our group was go- 
ing to Dion, at that point they too decided to 

Cont. on P. 12 
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Extend your holiday season by joining us for 
Ukrainian Christmas Eve in the beautiful surroundings 
of the Grand Ballroom & Solarium of the 
Chateau Louis Conference Centre 


Ukrainian Christmas Eve Buffet 
Saturday, January 6, 2007 


Entertainment by the 


St. Nicholas Mandolin Ensemble 


Christmas Carollers 


For reservations or information, call: 


453.6504 


Ukrainian Invasion products available 
at Chateau Louis Liquor Store 


- Come see us for great Christmas Gift ideas! 


11727 Kingsway, Edmonton, AB TSG 3A1 
780.452.7770 chateaulouis.com 
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The Premier-Designate shakes hands with Caucus members. 


Stelmach leapfrogs into leadership 


Cont. from P. 1 

25,614 (26.2%) was aided by a mas- 
sive turnout on the second ballot, 
which increased his final count more 
than five-fold. 

First, he surprised Dinning by 
narrowly topping the polls in the 
first round of counting, but didn’t 
have the requisite 50 per cent plus 
one. So the second choices of third- 
place finisher Morton were added to 
the counts of Stelmach and Dinning, 
putting Stelmach over the top by 
more than 25,000 votes. 

Once Morton’s votes were trans- 
ferred, Stelmach won the race with 
77,577 votes. Dinning came second 
at 51,282. 

“I’m absolutely elated. The sup- 
port is overwhelming,” Stelmach 
said between handshakes and hugs 
from the crowd of about 1,000 at the 
Alberta Aviation Museum in 
Edmonton just before midnight, be- 
fore the final numbers were known, 
according to The Edmonton Journal. 

“We have people here who came 
from right across the province. It’s 
so hard to find the words to express 
the gratitude,” Stelmach said. 

Athis first press conference after 
being elected, Dec. 4, Stelmach paid 
particular attention “to those indi- 
viduals that stuck with me through 
some of the most difficult times 
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where everybody... thought that 
Stelmach wasn’t going anywhere 
and how could this nice guy from 
rural Alberta ever win this election.” 

Those people “were there through 
thick and thin, always positive,” said 
Stelmach , adding that the “strength 
of volunteer groups gets you up ear- 
lier in the morning and drives the 
steel in your backbone.” 

Stelmach’s victory makes him the 
first Alberta premier of Ukrainian 
descent. Twice before Canadians of 
Ukrainian origin tried for the 
premiership. Julian Koziak, who 
held several portfolios in former 
Premier Peter Lougheed’s adminis- 
tration ran second to former Premier 
Don Getty in the 1985 Alberta Pro- 
gressive Conservative race. Former 
Edmonton Mayor Laurence Decore 
lost outgoing Premier Ralph Klein 
in the 1993 general election. 

Stelmach enjoyed tremendous 
support in the Ukrainian community. 
He swept most Edmonton ridings, 
but it was in rural Kalyna Country 
that got his greatest support. 

Ridings such as MLA Ray 
Danyluk’s Lac La Biche-St. Paul 
handed over thousands of votes to 
Stelmach’s win column, as did his 
home riding of Fort Saskatchewan- 
Vegreville which alone gave him 
4,156 votes — by far the greatest 
number of any individual constitu- 
ency and almost as much as the en- 
tire City of Calgary. 

Besides Danyluk, Stelmach, who 
only spoke Ukrainian until he was 
five years old, was also backed by 
Koziak, former ministers Bill 
Diachuk and Bert Hohol, former 
MLA and Ukrainian Canadian Con- 
gress - Alberta Provincial Council 
President Dave Broda, as well as 
many Ukrainian-origin PC activists 
and community leaders. 

Stelmach, still lives on the home- 
stead, located between Andrew and 
Mundare, that his grandfather 
Mykola Stelmach settled in 1898, 
after immigrating from the Brody 


district of today’s Lviv Oblast. 

He is an active member of the Pro- 
tection of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Ukrainian Catholic Church in 
Krakow, as well as Sts. Peter and 
Paul in Mundare which he attends 
on those Sundays when there are no 
services in Krakow. 

Stelmach and his wife Marie (nee 
Warshawski) have four children 
who have been involved in Ukrai- 
nian cultural activities 

Stelmach, who was first elected 
in 1993, ousting an NDP incumbent, 
joined Decore in forming the first 
Alberta-Ukraine legislative group 
and the bi-partisan committee was 
responsible in bringing many Ukrai- 
nian parliamentarians to Alberta to 
study the province’s regulatory re- 
gimes. 

As Minister of International and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, Stelmach 
was responsible for relations in 
Ukraine and initiated cooperation 
agreements with both Ivano- 
Frankivsk and Lviv Oblasts. 

In the second ballot, Stelmach 
also received a huge boost from the 
endorsements of candidates Dave 
Hancock, Lyle Oberg and Mark 
Norris, who were dropped from the 
race after the first. 

The three men described 
Stelmach as the best of the final 
three candidates to unite urban and 
rural Alberta and bring democratic 
change to the legislature. And each 
brought a number of key campaign 
workers to the Stelmach team. 

“T think there’s been an obvious 
polarization in our party, heavily to 
the right and heavily to the old boys 
club,” Norris told The Journal. “And 
Ed represents what is decent about 
Alberta and what’s new.” 

There was a lot of acrimoney be- 
tween Dinning and Morton during 
the campaign, as Dinning portrayed 
Morton as far- right and Morton 
painted Dinning as the party estab- 
lishment candidate. 

See also Page 11 


ALBERTA GOVERNMENT PHOTO — JACK CLARK 
Ed Stelmach (1) unveils a monument to the twinning of Alberta with Liviv 
Oblast at the Alberta Legislative Grounds, Sept. 1, 2005. With him is Lviv 
Oblast Governor Petro Oliynyk (c) and Petro Radchuk, Head of the De- 
partment for International Relations and Investment for Lviv Oblast (r). 
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Українська діаспора Канади 


проти нащадка російських 


Сергій Куделя, Радіо Свобода 

Вашингтон, 1 грудня 2006 - -Лідером ліберальної 
партії Канади та наступним канадським прем'єр- 
міністром може вперше стати нащадок російських 
дворян Майкл Інатьєв, родичі якого поховані в 
Україні. Його дід граф Павел Ігнатьєв був на початку 
ХХ століття Київським губернатором, а згодом Mi— 
ністром народної освіти при Імператорі Миколі П. 
Прадід Майкла Ігнатьєва був відомим російським 
дипломатом, він похований на Вінничині. Однак вті- 
ленню політичних амбіцій Майкла Ігнатьєва, який 
хоче стати кандидатом від ліберальної партії на 
наступних виборах прем'єр-міністра Канади, актив-- 
но перешкоджає українська діаспора. Причиною 
цього стали кілька рядків про Україну, які Ігнатьєв 
написав у своїй книжці 13 років тому. 

"Мені важко ставитися серйозно до України не 
лише через моє, як космополіта, підозріле ставлення 
до будь-яких націоналістів. Глибоко всередині я 
залишаюся тим, кого українці називають великорос, 
і це надає мені давнє російське відчуття презирства 
до цих "малоросів". 

Так Майкл Ігнатьєв писав про своє ставлення до 
українців у 1993 році у книжці, яка згодом стала 
бестселером - "Кров та належність". У цій книжці 
Ігнатьєв розповідає про свої подорожі палаючою 
Югославією, щойно об'єднаною Німеччиною, пош- 
матованим Курдистаном, розколотою Північною 
Ірландією та вже незалежною Україною. I на 
прикладі кожного з цих регіонів Ігнатьєв аналізує 
роль націоналізму в долі народів — як рушійної сили 
для здобуття їхньої свободи чи навпаки - для 
позбавлення людей життя. 

В окремому розділі, присвяченому Україні, 
Ігнатьєв не приховує, що втрачає об'єктивність CTO— 
роннього спостерігача. Адже він досі не може 
позбутися стереотипів про українців, навіяних 
дитячими спогадами та родинним вихованням: 

“3 часів мого дитинства у Канаді, я досі пам'ятаю 
українських націоналістів, які у Торонто серед снігу 
проводили демонстрацію перед театром, де вис- 
тупала балетна трупа Большого Театру (з Москви). 
Вони кричали "Звільніть зневолені нації!" У 1960 
році вони виглядали дивними та смішними... фана-- 
тичними та безглуздими. Вони колись бачили карту 
світу? Як вони могли собі уявити, що Україна колись 
стане вільною?" 

Зараз, коли Україна вже стала незалежною, IrHa— 
тьєв й надалі стикається 13 демонстраціями україн-- 
ської діаспори. Однак, тепер українці тримають пла- 
кати, спрямовані особисто проти нього. Однією з 
активісток руху українців проти Ігнатьєва є канадка 
українського походження Мирослава Олексюк. Вже 
2 роки поспіль вона організовує пікети, пише листи 
та проводить агітацію серед виборців з метою пе- 
решкодити стрімкій політичній кар'єрі Ігнатьєва. 
Адже, упродовж більшої частини свого життя він 


займався академічною та журналістською роботою | 


за межами Канади. В останні роки перед повер- 
ненням до Канади Ігнатьєв був професором Гарвард-- 
ського університету (США). 

Лише у 2004 році Ігнатьєв повернувся до Канади 
та, за підтримки керівництва лібе-- - 
ральної партії, відразу переміг на 
виборах до канадського парламен-- 
ту. За іронією долі, свою першу пе-- 
ремогу тоді Ігнатьєв здобув в OKpy— 
зі Торонто, де проживає переважна 
більшість українців міста. 

Ще більш образливими для міс- 
цевих українців стало рішення лі- 
беральної партії позбавити двох ін-- 
ших кандидатів - кожен із яких мав 
українське коріння - можливості 
позмагатися із Шнатьєвим у бо- 
ротьбі за депутатський мандат. 

Таким чином, за словами Mupo— 
слави Олексюк, Ігнатьєв проде- 
монстрував не лише свою байду- 
жість до інтересів українців, але й 
нехтування принципами демо- 
кратії. Вона каже, що обрання 
Майкла Ігнатьєва новим лідером 
ліберальної партії буде зневагою не 
лише щодо неї, а щодо української 
діаспори загалом: 

"Від 1960-их до 30-их років ми 
працювали тут у Канаді, аби під- 
тримувати Гельсінську Групу, усіх 
тих, хто боровся за права людини 
в Україні. А тепер у Канаді ми Mo— 
жемо отримати партійного лідера 
та навіть прем'єр-міністра, який 
ображав борців за незалежність 

України. Це ми будемо сприймати 


ФОТО -- МАРКО ЛЕВИЦЬКИЙ 
Мирослава Олексюк (зліва) таки взяла участь на 
з'їзді | підтримувала кандидата українського по-- 
ходження Джерарда Кеннеді (з переду). Ця 
фотографія знята 1 грудня, в той сам день коли 
появилася ця стаття в Радіо Свободи. 


як зневагу до Hac.” 

Боротьба українців проти Майкла Ігнатьєва набу-- 
ла такого резонансу у Канаді, що навіть стала об'єк- 
том комедійного шоу на місцевому телебаченні. 
Запальна жінка із виразним українським акцентом 
розповідає глядачам, що вчителем Ігнатьєва був 
північнокорейський диктатор Кім Чен Ір 1 вона буде 
радше їсти російські бліни ніж підтримає нащадка 
російських дворян. 

Сам Майкл Ігнатьєв, свідомий такого негативного 
ставлення українців, намагається його змінити. 
Зокрема, у деяких інтерв'ю він наголошує, що зав- 
жди вчив своїх студентів про український голодо- 
мор, який він вважає геноцидом. Однак, за словами 
Мирослави Олексюк, Ігнатьєв досі відмовляється 
вибачитися за ті рядки у своїй книзі, які образили 
українців. Така непоступливість, на її думку, свід- 
чить, що Ігнатьєв й надалі сприймає Україну через 
призму зневажливих стереотипів, про які він сам 
колись написав: 

"Українська незалежність малює в моїй уяві 
прикрашені селянські сорочки, стогін музичних iH— 
струментів, штучних козаків, та запеклих анти- 
семітів". 

Отже, Мирослава Олексюк каже, що її боротьба 
з Ігнтьєвим триватиме. На початку грудня вона, 
разом із групою українців, візьме участь у з'їзді 
ліберальної партії у Монреалі аби завадити обранню 
Майкла Ігнатьєва новим партійним лідером. 
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ХРИСТОС РОДИВСЯ - СЛАВІМ ЙОГО. 


З нагоди Різдва Христового та 
Нового Року вітаємо наших членів, 
духовенство, управи складових 
організацій, прихильників і ввесь 
український нарід в Україні та діяспорі 
та бажаємо всім веселих Свят 
і щасливого Нового Року. 
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Тимошенко домовилася з 
Луценком про об'єднаня 


(Українська правда) Лідер БЮТ Юлія Тимошен- 
ко підтверджує факт своєї зустрічі з екс-міністром 
внутрішніх справ Юрієм Луценком. 

"Дійсно, ми зустрічалися в суботу з Луценком?, - 
сказала вона на брифінгу 11 грудня. 

За її словами, зустріч відбулася за ініціативою 
Луценка. 

На ній обговорювалися питання щодо об'єднання 
демократичних сил з тим, щоб спробувати на до- 
строкових парламентських виборах об'єднати зу- 
силля. 

Тимошенко також додала, що під час зустрічі з 
Луценком вони домовилися докласти всіх зусиль для 
розпуску парламенту. 


чила вона. 

За словами Тимошенко, Луценко розмовляв з нею 
не від імені "Нашої України". 

"Він розмовляв від себе, як від людини, яка зби- 
рається перейти в опозиційне коло роботи і зараз 
намагається знайти своє місце так, щоб не розколоти 
демократичні сили", - додала Тимошенко. 

На питання, чи не збирається Тимошенко запро- 
понувати місце Луценку у своєму блоці, Тимошенко 
відповіла: 

"Я думаю, ми будемо працювати єдиною ско- 
ординованою командою". 

Однак вона зазначила, що рішення щодо 
входження Луценка до блоку прийнято не було. 


“A почула від пана Луценка, що він не планує 
розколювати демократичні сили і що він планує пра- 
цювати в системі максимального єднання», - зазна- 


"Тривало обговорення усіх можливих складових 
нашої співпраці, але ми будемо наближатися до 
максимального єднання наших сил), зазначила вона. 


Ющенко проти референдуму щодо НАТО 


(Українська правда)- -Президент Віктор Ющенко лише про темпи вступу до НАТО. 

висловився проти проведення референдуму щодо Щодо позиції прем'єра Віктора Янукович сто- 
роз України B HATO. совно HATO, Ющенко зазначив: 

пани а щею пон референлу My 3 | «Слід уважно ставитись до почуттів людей, які з 
3 питання", - сказав енко в Талліні після б о 
’ WECro Ь Тис : даного питання He мають сформованої позиції". 
, зустрічі з президентом Естонії Томасом Хендріком дк 5 
5 Ющенко також назвав Естонію "хорошим арбіт- 


Ільвесом 12 грудня. ri Bethe Pe ; Е 
Ющаенко також запевнив його у незмінності курсу ром країни в організаци сшвираців Plato) 1 че 
Естонія - це гарний приклад того, як наші еліта і 


України на євроінтеграцію. 
"Мета нашої країни - повне членство у цих орга- Нація можуть об'єднуватися навколо національних 
інтересів", - зазначив він. 


нізаціях (ЄС і НАТО), і жодна українська політична 
Водночас естонський президент запевнив Ющен- 


сила не ставить собі за мету ревізію цього курсу", - 
наголосив президент. ка, що Естонія підтримує європейські прагнення 
України. 


За словами Ющенка, в Україні ведеться дискусія 
Мороз назвав 
розлідування справи 
Гонгадзе "угловщиною" 


(Українська правда)- -Спікер Олександр Мороз вважає, що зараз 
розслідування справи Георгія Гонгадзе свідомо блокується владою. 

"Справа Гонгадзе сьогодні штучно блокується в Україні владою», - 
сказав Мороз на прес-конференції 11 грудня. 

«Це враження підтверджується конкретними аргументами, скажімо, 
порядком розгляду цієї справи в суді", - додав він. 

Мороз сказав, що не розуміє, чому засідання у цій справі відбу-- 
ваються у закритому режимі. 

“T все, що відбувається навколо цього - це уголовщина. Ну уявіть 
собі: водій, сержант, користуються якимись такими даними, які не 
можуть знати журналісти. Та це люди, які від державної таємниці були 
на 5 кілометрів далі від самого судді. Ну які таємниці там можна мати 
на увазі?7, - спитав він. 

На думку Мороза, це свідчить про те, що "у прокуратурі, у судовій 
системі, очевидно, є люди, які одержали відповідні вказівки, і Kepy— 
ються міркуваннями не пошуку істини, а установками, які одержали 
від представників влади". 

Водночас Мороз підкреслив, що він особисто завжди сприяв 
розгляду цієї справи. 

«Якщо ви помітили, це і ініціатива щодо створення комісії, і 16 
вересня - слухання у парламенті, 1 сприяння роботі комісії, в тому 
числі і поїздка в Сполучені Штати, щоб вони (члени комісії) спілку-- 
валися з людьми, які можуть внести ясність", - сказав він. 

Мороз також наголосив, що він особисто зацікавлений, щоб “i 
організатори, і замовники, і виконавці цього злочину відповідали в суді". 


Янукович проковтне 
комуністів і не подавиться? 


(Українська правда) -На наступних виборах залишки електорату 
Комуністичної партії, найімовірніше, відійдуть до Партії регіонів. 

Так політолог Віктор Небоженко прокоментував рішення пленуму 
верхівки комуністів залишитися у складі "антикризової коаліції", 
повідомляє Німецька хвиля, 11 грудня. 

На думку політолога, події з пленумом, який пройшов у суботу, 
свідчать про стурбованість певних представників Компартії. 

За словами Небоженка, Партія регіонів є силою правої орієнтації, а 
КПУ представляє ліві ідеї, отже цей союз від самого початку ство-- 
рювався як тимчасовий, доки не буде деморалізована частина "Нашої 
України" та допоки до парламентської більшості не перейдуть поза- 
фракційні депутати. 4 

Лідер КПУ Петро Симоненко у своєму виступі на пленумі Haro— 
лосив, що найбільшою загрозою для коаліції є "помаранчевий cabo— 
таж? який очолює президент. Натомість, на думку Небоженка, реаль-- 
ною загрозою для комуністів є Партія регіонів, яка на наступних вибо-- 
рах може остаточно "проковтнути" залишки "червоного" електорату. 

Як відомо, ЦК Компартії на своєму пленумі звернувся до інших її 
учасників - СПУ та Партії регіонів - із пропозиціями щодо ефект- 
ивнішого відстоювання задекларованих гасел, а саме: вступу до ЄБП, 
протидії НАТО та надання російській мові статусу державної. 


СУСПІЛЬНА СЛУЖБА УКРАЇНЦІВ КАНАДИ 
UKRAINIAN CANADIAN SOCIAL SERVICES 
11717 - 97 St. Edmonton, AB T5G 1Y3 
Ph.: 471-4477 Fax: 477-0617 E-mail:ucss@shaw.ca 


THE BEST CHRISTMAS WISHES AND 
A HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL SUPPORTERS, 
BENEFACTORS, VOLUNTEERS AND CLIENTS. 


Радісних Свят та щасливого Нового Року! 
ХРИСТОС НАРОДИВСЯ! 


ССУК це добродійна, громадська установа, яка 
допомагає тим, що потребують допомоги. 


ehome visits, counselling and: advice 
einformation, referral and translation services 
eaid in sponsorship of immigrants and refugees 
eparcels and money delivered to Ukraine 


@ 


На додаток до збору за грошовий переказ, ви оплачуєте різницю між курсами валют. Ціни можуть 


MoneyGram. 


Міжнародний переказ грошей 


а.Ціна не дійсна опіїпе.Мопеубгат та the Globe are TM/MC 
iM компаніям.2 2006 Мопеубтат. Вс! права захищені. 


змінюватися в залежності від місця знаходження а 
of MoneyGram. Усі інші торгові марки належять і» 


Ukrainian Мем/5/Українські вісті, Dec. 13 - 26, 2006, 12 - 26 грудня, 2006 


Yushchenko regains 


By Pavel Korduban 

(Jamestown Foundation)— Ukrainian President Viktor 
Yushchenko has replaced the leadership of his party, 
People’s Union-Our Ukraine (NSNU). The NSNU’s busi- 
ness wing, the “dear friends” who controlled the party since 
its foundation in spring 2005, have been banished from the 
leadership. Yushchenko apparently holds them responsible 
for the party’s defeat in the March 2006 parliamentary elec- 
tion. Now the party will be steered directly from 
Yushchenko’s office, as its new chairman, Viktor Baloha, 
also heads the presidential secretariat. Many local observ- 
- ers believe that Yushchenko plans radical changes at the 
NSNU to beef it up for an early parliamentary election. 

At the party’s third congress on Noy. 11, “the dear 
friends” ignored Yushchenko’s call for change. Yushchenko 
did not attend then, and the party rejected his nomination 
for new party council chairman. At the meeting of the 
NSNU’s 150-member council on Dec. 7, Yushchenko, who 
is NSNU’s honorary chairman, chose radically different 
tactics, showing that he can rule with an iron fist. 

It had been expected that Roman Bezsmertny’s bid for 
re-election as NSNU council chairman would be chal- 
lenged by former prime minister Yuriy Yekhanuroy and 
Petro Poroshenko, who is the most prominent of the “dear 
friends.” Yushchenko, however, fielded Baloha, surpris- 
ing many observers. Instead of an anticipated secret bal- 
lot, Yushchenko insisted on an open election for council 
chairman, and the knowledgeable weekly Zerkalo nedeli 
reported that Yushchenko had even threatened to leave 
the meeting if his proposal were rejected. Nobody in the 
party dared to challenge the moral authority of its founder. 

Baloha was elected chairman after three consecutive 
ballots, as internal party opposition to him was appar- 
ently quite strong, despite Yushchenko’s backing. 
Yushchenko’s side eventually won: 112 members of the 
council voted in Baloha’s favor, with three votes against, 
and 24 abstained. Yushchenko said that Baloha would 
chair the council temporarily, until the NSNU’s next con- 
gress, scheduled for February. In the interim, Baloha will 
apparently have to purge the top of the party of internal 
opposition and prepare it for a new leader. 

Purges began the same day. Simultaneously with 
Baloha’s election, Bezsmertny was elected head of the 
party’s executive committee, which is the third-most im- 
portant position after honorary chairman and council 
chairman. The council also elected а new 14-member pre- 
sidium. For the first time, the presidium did not include 


Scope-the Ukraine specialists! 
WESTERN UKRAINE and Prague 


via Czech Airlines from New York 


15 Day Air/land all Incl 


Kyiv + L’viv with an accent 


Departures: Jun 27 and 


Carpathian area: Manjavskyj Skyt, Ім Frankivsk, Yaremche, 
Vorochta, Kolomyja, plus Rivne, Potchajiv and Zarvanytci. A 
most colorful tour that ends with 3 wonderful days in Prague! 


control of his party 


any of the dear friends. Along with Baloha and Bez- 
smertny, it included Yekhanurov, Baloha’s deputy at the 
presidential secretariat Viktor Bondar, Yushchenko aides 
Ivan Vasyunyk and Yuriy Pavlenko, Kyiv Region gover- 
nor Vira Ulyanchenko (Yushchenko’s close aide for many 
years), Kharkiv Region governor Arsen Avakoy, апа 5еу- 
eral senior parliamentarians. 

Zerkalo nedeli deplored Yushchenko’s “tough” style at 
the meeting. It also wondered who will finance the party 
now that the dear friends — who have so far apparently 
been the party’s main sponsors — have fallen out with 
Yushchenko and may be drifting toward the Yulia 
Tymoshenko Bloc. Segodnya, a daily traditionally criti- 
cal of Yushchenko, quoted its sources at the NSNU as 
saying that the Donetsk-based Industrial Union of Donbas 
(ISD) may start pumping money into the party. The ISD 
is viewed a rival to Renat Akhmetov’s System Capital 
Management, the main force behind Prime Minister Viktor 
Yanukovych’s Party of Regions. The current secretary of 
the National Security and Defense Council, Vitaly 
Hayduk, is a co-founder of the ISD. 

Speaking to Den, another critic of Yushchenko, analyst 
Volodymyr Malynkovych, warned, “The [presidential] 
secretariat is losing the role that it should play in a demo- 
cratic state. This is the secretariat of the head of state, not 
of a party leader.” 

Next year, the charismatic Yuriy Lutsenko, one of the 
leaders of the 2004 Orange Revolution, may replace Baloha 
at the helm of the NSNU. On Dec. 1 the Yanukovych-led 
coalition dismissed Lutsenko from the post of interior min- 
ister. Yanukovych did not deny that one of the reasons for 
the firing was Lutsenko’s intention to become the leader of 
a pro- Yushchenko party next spring, a move that Lutsenko 
had declared at the NSNU congress in October. 

Ukraine’s mainstream media almost unanimously sug- 
gest that Yushchenko is strengthening the NSNU in order 
to win an early parliamentary election next year. Accord- 
ing to Zerkalo nedeli, Yushchenko has started consulta- 
tions with his allies, including Tymoshenko, on the pos- 
sibility of calling an early election. Yushchenko is ex- 
hausted by the continuing war with Yanukovych over his 
powers, a fight that he has been losing, while his loyalists 
have been ejected from the cabinet one by one. He may 
see an early election as the easiest way to bring his team 
back to power. For the moment, however, there appear to 
be no legal grounds for Yushchenko to dissolve parlia- 
ment and call an early election. 
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President vetoes 
government’s 2007 budget 


(Ukrainian Journal)-President Viktor Yushchenko on Dec. 11 vetoed 
the government’s 2007 budget hours after it was submitted by Parlia- 
ment, a move that may trigger a serious political crisis in Ukraine. 

This is the first time ever that the president has used the power to 
reject the budget in Ukraine. It puts pressure on the pro-government 
coalition to comply with the president’s demands within the next 20 
days or face major financial challenges. 

The development underscores a growing confrontation between 
the pro-Western president and pro-Russian government over foreign 
policy and over the pace of economic reforms. 

Arseniy Yatseniuk, Yushchenko’s deputy chief of staff, will аб 
dress lawmakers on changes that must be made for the president to 
sign the budget, the presidential press service reported on its Website. 

Should the coalition fail to approve the budget before the end of 
the year, all spending in January will be restricted to a 1/12 of the 
entire spending in 2006, according to law. 

This means the spending in January will have a shortage of at least 
2 billion hryvnias compared with what the government had planned 
to spend, causing a financial crunch and perhaps suspending some 
social programs. 

Hours before the president had vetoed the budget, the government 
issued a tough-worded statement warning the veto would “provoke a 
political crisis and a conflict in the society.” 

“The government considers that the president will not find himself 
under the influence of those adventurous politicians that call for dis- 
rupting the budget process and causing chaos in our county ee the 
statement said. 

Although Yushchenko has been persistently criticizing the govern- 
ment for not doing enough to increase social spending in the 2007 
budget, the veto underscores a growing political standoff between 
the two. Prime Minister Viktor Yanukovych has been persistently at- 
tacking and challenging Yushchenko’s powers ever since becoming 
the prime minister in early August. 

The standoff between Yushchenko and Yanukovych culminated two 
weeks ago when the pro-government coalition had voted to dismiss 
Foreign Minister Boris Tarasiuk, Yushchenko’s ally, in a bid to re- 
verse the country’s pro-Western foreign policy. 

Tarasiuk appealed the dismissal in court, while Yushchenko had 
issued a decree re-assuring his authority as the minister. 

The coalition insisted on Dec. 11 that Tarasiuk must go, but 
Yushchenko had again stressed that Tarasiuk will stay. 

The standoff between the president and the government may lead 
to early general election next year, which explains why the govern- 
ment and the opposition have been recently increasingly appealing 
to the people, analysts said. 
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20 Day All Inclusive Cruise + L’viv tw from $3290 
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Ukrainian Canadians assert their political clout 


Saturday December 2, 2006, will go down in history as the 
day Ukrainian Canadians finally asserted their political clout. 

And they did it by organizing strong grassroots campaigns 
— from the bottom up, not the top down. 

In both Alberta and at the Liberal convention in Montreal 
Ukrainian Canadians backed candidates who had strong sup- 
port from rank-and-file party members and other concerned 
citizens, and defeated candidates favoured by both party es- 
tablishments. 

In Alberta, they elected this province’s first Ukrainian-ori- 
gin premier — “Steady Eddie” Stelmach. And it’s about time. 
Saskatchewan, Manitoba and even Ontario have had Ukrai- 
nian-origin premiers. But not Alberta, which is where it all 
began as far as the Ukrainian presence in Canada, is con- 
cerned. 

In the process, they defeated the highly favoured candidate 
of Calgary’s oil-patch party establishment — Jim Dinning 

In Montreal Ukrainian Canadians proved to be the crucial 
factor in electing Stephane Dion, who like Ukrainian-origin 
candidate Gerard Kennedy, represented reform minded Lib- 
erals. In that particular party, the establishment was split be- 
tween the Martin and Chretien machines. Martin’s cohorts 
put forward Michael Ignatieff, while Chretien’s rainmakers 
backed Bob Rae. Both went down to defeat despite massive 
spending and some the no-holds-barred tactics (particularly 
from the Ignatieff campaign). In both the Alberta provincial 
Progressive Conservative race, and the federal Liberal race, 
the results were a victory for democracy. 

And even if, in the federal Liberal race, the Ukrainian Ca- 
nadian delegates failed to elect the first potential Ukrainian 
Canadian prime minister, they certainly laid the groundwork. 
When the most staunchly Liberal newspaper in Canada dubs 
Gerard Kennedy. as Dion’s “heir apparent’, then you know 
his day will come. And no doubt, Dion will not try to stick 


around as long as he can in order to thwart a rival (as Chretien 
did to Martin). As he is a man of honour and the two politi- 
cians are friends, he will give enough time for Kennedy to 
take his shot while he is still relatively young. This will only 
give Gerard some extra time to gain federal experience and 
perfect his French. 

What’s more, the Ukrainian Canadians made a critically 
important decision at a critically important time in going to 
Dion. This was a decision which came about because Borys 
Wrzesnewskyj, the leader of the bloc, insisted on giving the 
rank-and-file delegates every opportunity to express their 
opinion, and those rank-and-file delegates were very vocal in 
their support of Dion. It was the Ukrainian decision to sup- 
port Dion that prompted the Sikh group which, with 140 del- 
egates was twice as big, to move to Dion as well. Had the 
Ukrainians gone to Rae, and the Sikhs to Ignatieff, Rae still 
would have lost, Grand Duke Mikhail would have been ahead 
of Dion on the third ballot and well-positioned to win the 
leadership. 

(Dion should keep this in mind when selecting his shadow 
cabinet and, perhaps an actual cabinet at some point in the 
future. A Canadian of Ukrainian origin has never been se- 
lected for a shadow cabinet, nor actual cabinet post by any 
Liberal leader. Yet every one of the last three Progressive 
Conservative Prime Ministers had a Ukrainian Canadian in 
his cabinet. In Brian Mulroney’s case he not only had a Ukrai- 
nian Canadian Justice Minister, but also a Polish Canadian 
Deputy Prime Minister who was married to a Ukrainian Ca- 
nadian and represented the most historic Ukrainian Canadian 


constituency in Canada.) 

But what can we say about Alberta? This — not outgoing 
Premier Ralph Klein’s 1993 victory over Laurence Decore 
— was the real “Miracle on the Prairies”. Many had written 
Ed Stelmach off. Jim Dinning had twice as many votes in the 
first ballot, Ted Morton was not that far off. Yet Stelmach, 
with the support of the candidates who dropped off, outhustled, 
outsold and outperformed. He did it with very strong support 
in Edmonton and an incredible showing in rural Ukrainian 
Kalyna Country. His own Fort Saskatchewan-Vegreville con- 
stituency was the last to report giving him an amazing 4,156 
votes — almost as much as the entire City of Calgary. The 
Vegreville region, from which came such prominent Ukrai- 
nian Canadian political stalwarts as Michael Luchkowych, 
Anthony Hlinka, John Decore, Laurence Decore, Julian 
Koziak (and let’s not forget that honourary Ukrainian Cana- 
dian Don Mazankowski), now adds Ed Stelmach to Its note- 
worthy roster. 

Stelmach’s second highest total was In Lac-La Biche St, 
Paul — another Ukrainian farm belt riding, this one repre- 
sented by Ray Danyluk. This prompted a National Post (natu- 
rally) columnist to comment “he’s a virtual superhero in the 
perogy belt, due to a Ukranian (sic) heritage deep enough 
that the Alberta-born Mr. Stelmach retains a slight Eastern 
European accent.” 

Perogie power or not, Ukrainian Canadians showed them- 
selves very politically astute and well organized — certainly 
a power to be reckoned with. And they did It the old-fash- 
ioned way with grassroots organization and hustle. 

May these lessons be remembered and may Ukrainian Ca- 
nadians continue to show this determination and hustle for 
many years, or as celebrating Stelmach supporters sang at 
the Aviation Museum in Edmonton in the early morning hours 
of Sunday, December 3 — Na Mnohiyi Lita! 


The Ukrainian Canadian factor will continue to make a difference 


By Denis Hlynka, 
Centre for Ukrainian Canadian 
Studies, University of Manitoba 

The months of November and 
beginning of December 2006 pro- 
vides a strong example of how 
Ukrainian Canadians are a natural 
component of the Canadian land- 
scape. Organized Ukrainian Cana- 
dian politics, it seems, still insists 
on focusing on themes of 
victimology ... how we have been 
“put upon”, how Ukrainians and 
Ukrainian Canadians through the 
ages have been discriminated 
against, abused, bullied, disenfran- 
chised, ignored, and rejected. 

In the meantime, the past few 
weeks shows a different picture: 
Canadians of Ukrainian heritage 
have so much more to contribute 


than just being victims. It is not nec- 
essary to go searching for positive 
stories: they are simply all around 
us. Consider the following: a veri- 
table handful of stories where Ukrai- 
nian Canadians made a significant 
impact. 

On Nov. 10, Luba Goy, on the 
Royal Canadian Air Farce presented 
a skit which, under the guise of 
humour, roundly rejected the 
Ignatieff condescending attitude to 
Ukrainian Canadians. This was not 
enough to topple the leading con- 
tender in the national Liberal lead- 
ership race, but certainly a first step. 
At the Liberal convention, three 
weeks later, there were four names 
left on the ballot, with Ignatieff hold- 
ing the lead at 30%, The backbone 
was broken when Gerard Kennedy 
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became “kingmaker” by walking 
over to the Dion camp. Kennedy, is 
of course, a western Canadian from 
The Pas Man. His great grandfather 
on his mother’s side was Wasyl 
Shemansky an early pioneer in 
Ethelbert, Man. That makes 
Kennedy a descendent of first wave 
Ukrainian Canadians. 

Adding to the political machina- 
tions of the liberal party, of the eight 
candidate speeches on Dec. 2, Ken 
Dryden made a passing but specific 
reference to the contributions of 
Ukzainian Canadians to the fabric of 
Canada. 

Meanwhile, four provinces to the 
west, another upset was in the 
works. The successor of Premier 
Ralph Klein was expected to be Jim 
Dinning. Instead Ed Stelmach, a 
successful Alberta farmer, with a 
Ukzainian background jumped from 
the bottom of the list of competitors 
to reach the top. Early in the morn- 
ing on Dec. 3, Ed Stelmach became 
the leader of the Alberta conserva- 
tives and at the same time premier- 
elect of the province of Alberta. As 
the Toronto Star wrote (Dec. 3): Like 
nearly 10 per cent of the population, 
he’s a descendent of Ukrainian set- 
tlers. His grandparents came from 


western Ukraine in 1898 and settled 
on a homestead near Lamont, north- 
east of Edmonton. 

Weaved into the picture was TV 
commentator Rex Murphy’s com- 
mentary dealing with the Conserva- 
tive Party motion in the House of 
Commons to recognize the Quebe- 
cois as a nation within Canada. 
Murphy’s Nov. 27 diatribe on na- 
tional CBC television included a 
reference to the extent that if the 
Quebecois were to be called a na- 
tion, why not Newfoundlanders, and 
why not Ukrainians? 

Meanwhile, in the field of the arts, 
the Chicago Lyric Opera has just 
announced one of the most presti- 
gious awards for advanced study in 
opera. Among the winners was 
young soprano Andriana 
Chuchman, graduate of the Univer- 
sity of Manitoba. Andriana is the 
daughter of University of Manitoba 
economics professor George 
Chuchman who for years has been 
associated with the Centre for Ukrai- 
nian Canadian Studies at the Uni- 
versity of Manitoba. 

It seems that wherever one looks 
this past few weeks, a positive up- 
beat Ukrainian influence is visible. 
On Nov. 15, CBC Radio 2, in its 


regular programme of playing clas- 
sical music, featured at one point 
Tchaikoysky’s andante cantabile 
movement from his String Quartet 
#1. The announcer explained that 
this piece in many ways is now con- 
sidered the quintessential work of 
the romantic era. And what 
Tchaikovsky had done in this work, 
explained the announcer, “was to 
take a Ukrainian folk song and make 
it immortal”. 

“And make it immortal.” A fasci- 
nating phrase. Indeed that combina- 
tion of culture and heritage is a move 
towards this immortality. The Ukrai- 
nian national anthem that begins 
“we are not dead yet” clearly puts 
the emphasis on the pessimist rather 
than the optimist. 

There is a Ukrainian Canadian 
factor \atent within the Canadian 
milieu, and always was, for over 100 
years. That factor can tilt towards 
the negative or the positive. On the 
one hand, it can place all energies 
in explaining how Ukrainians and 
Ukrainian Canadians are victims. 

Or, as has been the case over the 
past few weeks, the Ukrainian Ca- 
nadian factor will continue to qui- 
etly, positively, and significantly 
make a difference and be Canadian. 
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Dear Mr. Levytsky, 


November 15 - 29, 2006. 


the government. 


in the same way. 


a witch hunt on its behalf. 


I was very pleased with the editorial in the issue of 


I had noticed the Matas article myself in the Na- 
tional Post, which I skim occasionally to see what the 
peculiar spin and perspective on politics and the world 
situation offers through the eyes of the Asper clan. 

I am hoping, once I have wound down my practice 
sufficiently to give me breathing space, to try to pro- 
duce a study on the series of Denaturalization and De- 
portation hearings, in which I and Nestor Woychyshyn 
as my co-counsel had a major role, since we had three 
clients out of a total of some 12 that were hounded by 


Perhaps only Eric Hafemann was as closely involved, 
again having a number of clients who were hounded 


What I hope to do is to persuade some respectable 
mainstream institution like The Osgoode Society to 
help fund a study as to the effects of government being 
manipulated by a very active, energetic, affluent and 
politically clever community in Canada, to engage in 


When one considers how many taxpayers dollars and 


Editorial praised for going after National Post 


Letter to the Editor 


the problems and distress of the accused this has led to, 
Matas and his like are but small jackals on the periph- 
ery. However, it is just as necessary to respond even to 
someone like Matas. I recall going to a conference 
where, when I asked him whether he was not bothered 
by retroactivity and purported legislation that was reach- 
ing back to define crimes that were not crimes at the 
time (this was in connection with the pursuit of the Hun- 
garian gendarme, Finta, who was later discharged and 
exonerated by the SEC), his reply was succinct and dis- 
missive. To him, my question raised the red herring, 
and retroactivity, and indeed the larger demands of jus- 
tice, should not stand in the way when it was a question 
of what his community and his like were wishing for. 
My best to your efforts and I will probably be in touch 
at some future point when I begin to come closer to the 
actuality of putting my notes together and beginning to 
produce a chronology of an account and analysis of 
these proceedings. 
Regards, Orest Rudzik, Toronto 
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All Human Rights for All 


By Oksana Bashuk Hepburn 

John Humphrey, the Canadian 
who penned the United Nation’s 
Declaration of Human Rights, 
helped me to understand the impor- 
tance of all human rights for all. He 
wrote the Declaration to protect hu- 
manity from its own kind brought 
sharply into focus on the ruins of 
World War II; for people like me, 
one of some forty thousand Ukrai- 
nians that Canada accepted after the 
War. The preamble states 

“Whereas disregard and contempt 
for human rights have resulted in a 
barbarous acts which have outraged 
the conscience of mankind, and the 
advent of a world in which human 
beings shall enjoy freedom of 
speech and belief and freedom from 
fear and want has been proclaimed 
as the highest aspiration of the com- 
mon people.” 

The list of 27 Articles range from 
the right to life, liberty, freedom 
from persecution and fear, equality 
before the law, the right to national- 
ity, freedom of opinion and expres- 
sion, the right to a good reputation. 

My father was an Auschwitz sur- 
vivor. He was incarcerated in the no- 
torious Nazi concentration camp for 
promoting Ukraine’s liberty. Unlike 
the holocaust of six million Jews by 
the Nazis which has been documented 
and condemned, my father’s plight, 
and that of some other 10 million 
Ukrainians who perished in World 
War II — on the front, murdered, ex- 
iled, displaced — is little known. 

The task of setting straight historic 
records is enormous. Few are aware, 
for instance, that the liberator of 
Berlin and Prague was the First 
Ukrainian Division, not the Rus- 
sians. Similarly, the task of recog- 
nizing the genocide perpetrated on 
yet another 10n million Ukrainians 
during the Soviet Famine Terror in 

1932-33 as a crime against human- 
ity is staggering. 

Opposition is everywhere. Some- 
times it is so subtle it fails detection 
by all but those closest to the issue. 
For example, my father and other 
prisoners of Ukrainian descent were 
not invited to the Auschwitz com- 
memorations on Canada’s Parlia- 
ment Hill. Efforts by their children 
to honour these survivors by inclu- 
sion, were met by silence. Further- 
more, ongoing attempts to put up a 


marker to the murdered and incar- 
cerated Ukrainians in Auschwitz 
have gone nowhere. And regarding 
the ten million murdered in one year 
on orders by the Moscow orches- 
trated famine, the knowledgeable 
Washington Post writer. Anne 
Applebaum says nothing while cit- 
ing other horrific human atrocities 
— the Holocaust, Rwanda, Darfour. 

Why are these facts being erased? 
Why the reluctance, if not a con- 
spiracy of silence, to admit to crimes 


against the Ukrainian people? Who - 


stands to gain? 

After Auschwitz, my father de- 
voted himself to setting the record 
straight. He co-founding the World 
League of Political Prisoners while 
eking outa living helping thousands 
of displaced families from losing 
their minds after being thrown from 
the horrors of the War into Canada’s 
mine pits, logging camps, the 
shmata sweat shops, and other un- 
desirable jobs relegated to immi- 
grants. He brought them dignity, re- 
minding them that once they were 
freedom fighters opposing Nazi and 
Communist tyrants only to be con- 
fronted with media taunts from the 
likes of former Minster of Justice 
Irwin Cotler claiming hundreds or 
thousands Nazi collaborators in 
Canada. The claim was staunchly 
supported by Communist ideo- 
logues, the Weisenthal Centre, ет al. 
The claims were dismissed by the 
Deschenes Commission, a special 
body called by Canada’s parliament 
to look into the allegations. How- 
ever, the slur that national aspiration 
of former USSR republics like 
Ukraine is dangerous Nazi fascism 
still lingers long after the threat of 
that dictatorship has passed, while 
Communist and Russia’s atrocities, 
like those in Chechnya, persist. 

‘It appears that there is an uneven 
human rights reality: condemnation 
of dead dictatorships, like the Na- 
zis, is easier and safer than condem- 
nation of the reigning ones. And 
more worrisome that some heinous 
crime against humanity are met with 
repulsion; others erased. John 
Humphrey wanted it to be different. 
The Declaration talks about "ипіуег- 
sal respect for and observance of 
human rights and fundamental free- 
doms”. 

Canada has abided by the Decla- 


Ukraine babies in 
stem cell probe 


Healthy new-born babies may have been killed in Ukraine to feed a 
flourishing international trade in stem cells, evidence obtained by the BBC 


suggests. 


Disturbing video footage of post-mortem examinations on dismembered 
tiny bodies raises serious questions about what happened to them. 

Ukraine has become the self-styled stem cell capital of the world. 

There is a trade in stem cells from aborted foetuses, amid unproven 
claims they can help fight many diseases. 

But now there are claims that stem cells are also being harvested from 


live babies. 


The BBC has spoken to mothers from the city of Kharkiv who say they 
gave birth to healthy babies, only to have them taken by maternity staff. 
In 2003 the authorities agreed to exhume around 30 bodies of foetuses 
and full-term babies from a cemetery used by maternity hospital number 


six. 


One campaigner was allowed into the autopsy to gather video evidence. 
She has given that footage to the BBC and Council of Europe. 

In its report, the Council describes a general culture of trafficking of 
children snatched at birth, and a wall of silence from hospital staff up- 


wards over their fate. 


The pictures show organs, including brains, have been stripped — and 


some bodies dismembered. 


A senior British forensic pathologist says he is very concerned to see 
bodies in pieces — as that is not standard post-mortem practice. 

It could possibly be a result of harvesting stem cells from bone marrow. 

Hospital number six denies the allegations. 


ration — accepting refugees like me, 
tackling poverty, and participating 
robustly in accepting women as 
equals. Most Canadians are proud 
of Prime Minister Harper’s position 
on human rights in China and re- 
spect UN Human Rights Commis- 
sioner Louise Arbour for speaking 
out against war crimes in Israel’s 
recent attack on Lebanon. 

However, globally, human misery 
continues to unfold on the TV 
screens. The emaciated children of 
Darfour; the blood soaked bodies in 
the Middle East; the city carcasses 
of Chechnya; the dead bodies of 
journalist Anna Politakova and 
former Russian spy Alexandre 
Litvinenko manifest the gaps be- 
tween the Declaration’s intent and 
Teality. 

Even in Canada, one of the best 
places in the world according to 
United Nation’s documents, we 
have issues undermining our com- 
mitment to the Declaration. Our na- 
tive reserves, for instance, compete 
for attention with some of the poor- 
est housing in Ukraine. 

On a visit there recently, I wit- 
nessed the difficulty of standing up 
to the excesses of Russia. Ukraine’s 
parliament recognized the Famine 
Terror as a genocide by only 233 out 
of 450 votes. The pro-Russia party 
of Prime Minister Victor Yanukho- 
vych and the Communist party ab- 
stained because, he claimed, con- 
demnation of these atrocities would 
offend Russia. 

The fight for equal human rights 
for all is far from over. It’s pursuit 
is occurring everywhere from 
Ukraine to Canada thanks to the fine 
Canadian John Humphrey who gave 
the world its road map. 

Oksana Bashuk Hepburn is a former 
Director, Communications, Cana- 
dian Human Rights Commission. 
She has finished a book on human 
rights in Canada and Ukraine. 
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May the blessings of Christmas be 
with you and may you go forward into 
the new year with peace and goodwill. 
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Андрея 


ХРИСТОС РАЖДАЄТЬСЯ! СЛАВІМ ЙОГО! 
Радісних Свят Христового Різдва та 
щасливого Нового Року 


бажає Спокійного життя немає! Тіль- 
ки-що відгриміли гарячі бої на 
з'їзді Ліберальної партії Канади у 
Монреалі, а також на виборах лі- 
дера Консервативної партії в Аль- 
берті і українці відчули смак пере- 
моги: вперше в Альберті за всю 
історію лідером партії і прем'єром 
провінції став нащадок українсь- 
ких емігрантів у третому поколін-- 
ні Ед Стельмах. Тринадцятий за 
сто один рік Альберти повинен 
бути щасливим, Ед володіє висо- 
кими знаннями і тринадцятиріч-- 
ним досвідом керівництва декіль - 
кох міністерств провінції. Тож від 
душі хочеться побажати новому 
прем'єрові пожинати великі ус- 
піхи на політичній та економічних 
нивах його рідної Альберти. А 
українці, напевно, не будуть про- 
ти, якщо я від їх імені скажу: ба- 
жаємо Вам, Еде, щастя й успіхів 
на многая літа! 

Кандидат у лідери Ліберальної 
партії Канади Джерард Кеннеді на 
останньому етапі підтримав Cre— 
фана Діона 1 цим завоював тисячі 
додаткових симпатиків для своєї 
підтримки у майбутньому. Моло-- 
дий, розумний політик може в 
майбутньому принести усій Kana— 
ді багато добрих ініціатив. В Аль- 
берті добре пам'ятають таку одну 
з його ініціатив, як організація 
Едмонтон “Food Bank”. А українці 
особливо багато радіють, тому що 
Джерард Кеннеді народжений і 
вихований українською жінкою. 
Як відома всім нам Роксолана 
ввійшла в історію України i Ос- 
манської імперії, так, можливо, 
син українки в Канаді колись 
очолить Канаду-державу 1 навічно 
ввійде в історію країни. 

Ще не вляглися емоційні по- 
чуття від цих двох політичних 
подій, як 5-го грудня цього року в 
Королівському музеї Альберти 
відбулося урочисте вшанування 
Зірок Альберти по добровільній 
праці. Жодного канадця не пот- 
рібно переконувати у великій 
значимості волонтерської роботи. 
Сотні громадських організацій, 
різних церковних товариств, та й 
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Lacombe, Alberta 
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The Ukrainian Canadian Congress - 
Alberta Provincial Council extends our 
warmest wishes for a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year. 


Конгрес Українців Канади - Провінційна 
Рада Альберти вітає Вас з нагоди 
Різдва Христового та Нового Року. 
Христос Раждається! 


Ukrainian Canadian Congress 


Alberta Provincial Council 
#8, 8103 - 127 Ave, Edmonton, Alberta T5C 1R9 
Tel: 414-1624 
www.uccab.ca 


З Різдвом Христовим 
святом великої радости та надії, щиро вітає голову Помісної Української Католицької 
Церкви, Блаженішого Патріярха Любомира, Високопреосвященного Митрополита 
Лаврентія, Адміністратора о. В. Гупала, усе Духовенство, Чернецтво, Мирян, Проводи і 
Членство Українських Громадських, Організацій та Інституцій та ввесь Український 
Нарід у світі. 
З нами Бог! 
Христос Народився -- Славімо Його! 


Веселих Свят і щасливого Нового Року 


складає 


_ ЦЕНТРАЛЯ УКРАЇНЦІВ 
КАТОЛИКІВ 
Едмонтонської Enapxii 
з її складовими організаціями 


Оля Глусь, голова Централі 
Йосип Синишин, голова Братства YKK 
Галя Сірман, голова ЛУКЖК 
Маргарета Батті, голова УКЮК 


Нові зірки Альберти 
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ФОТО - ЛЮДМИЛА СУВОРОВА 


В Музеї-селі Української Спадщини в серпні цього року не випадково 
зустрілися тодішній голова КУКУ провінції Дейвид Брода, нинішній 
прем'єр Альберти Ед Стельмах з дружиною Марією та нинішній 
лауреат нагороди "Зірки Альберти" Василь Дячук. 


взагалі жодна установа чи підпри - 
ємство в Канаді не можуть обій- 
тися без волонтерської допомоги. 

Мільйони годин безоплатної 
праці урізноманітнюють, збагачу-- 
ють, полегшують життя громадян 
Канади. Якщо взяти навіть мін- 
імальну оплату праці в Канаді, 
можна легко порахувати, скільки 
мільйонів доларів країна еконо-- 
мить коштів. То хто ж ті люди, які 
додають у бюджет країни такі 
суми? Відповідь на моє питання я 
отримала, коли була присутня на 
урочистій церемонії в Королівсь-- 
кому Музеї Альберти: шість осіб 
(по двоє - з молодих, середнього 
віку і пенсіонерів) були названі 
Зірками Альберти серед добро- 
вольців за 2006 рік. Джена Хабіб 
(Калгари), Чейс МекМуррен 
(Летбридж), Палетт Раттерсон 
(Гренд Прері), Меріон Рекс (Бд- 
монтон), Билл Дячук (Шервуд 
Парк), Елсі Яник (Форт Мек- 
Муррей) - ось ці учасники гро- 
мадського життя в Альберті най- 
більше з усіх добровольців вклали 
свого часу, здоров'я і ініціатив у 
покращення суворого життя. 

У музичному супроводі на шот-- 
ландських волинках переможці 
ввійшли в заповнений гостями зал 
i зайняли свої місця в першому 
ряді перед трибуною. Церемонію 
в Музеї проводив Виконавчий 
директор Фундації "Дика Рожа" 
Панч Джексон. Легко з гумором 
він відзначив, що 5 грудня - Між- 
народний день добровольців, 
акцентував увагу на безмежній 
праці добровольців, а потім по-- 
чергово надавав право на приві- 
тальні промови засновнику доб- 
роволських нагород, Голові Фун-- 
дації "Дика Рожа"? Крішен Джоші 
та Міністру громадського роз- 
витку Альберти Денису Душарм. 
Кожній нововизначеній Зірці 
добровольців були вручені срібні 
зірки 1 дипломи. 

Презентація добровольців-зірок 
пройшла під відео-кліпи про їх 
життя. Зразу стало зрозуміло, 
чому ці люди були названі зірками. 


Наприклад, у фільмі про Василя 
Дячука було сказано, що понад 
тридцять років Василь з любов'ю 
i повагою відноситься до людей, 
присвятив тисячі годин праці для 
допомоги новим емігрантам, які 
прибули в Канаду з розірваної 
війною Боснії, організовував до- 
помогу бідним районам Бразилії 
та Східної Європи. Проекти допо -- 
моги цим країнам продовжуються 
вже роками. Я особисто була 
свідком, коли, перебуваючи в 
Україні, у місті Львів, пацієнти і 
медичний персонал Клініки по 
легеневих захворюваннях гаряче 
дякували Василеві Дячуку за до- 
помогу у ремонтних роботах та по 
технічному переобладнанні кліні- 
ки. Ті люди ніколи не бачили пана 
Дячука, а вже заочно полюбили 
його, вони казали: "Видно, добрий 
чоловік". 

Говорячи про волонтерство В. 
Дячука, не можна не згадати його 
дружину - пані Олю, яка завжди 1 
в усьому підтримувала і підтримує 
його. Отже, нагороду Дячукая би 
розділила навпіл з його дру- 
жиною! 

Після перегляду всіх шести 
відео-кліпів проявилася спільна 
для зірок - волонтерів риса: вони 
всі мають надзвичайні приємні 
усмішки i можна собі уявити, як 
люди реагують на ці добрі, 
усміхнені обличчя: одна добро- 
зичливість і бажання допомогти 
людям. 

Абсолютно заслужено вже 
шостий рік підряд на одній із стін 
переходу до урядового будинку 
навічно викарбовуються імена 
зірок-волонтерів. 

В цьому короткому дописі мені 
хотілося нагадати читачам приєм-- 
ні перемоги, до яких причетні 
українці. Я завжди радію, коли 
перемагає нове, розумне, добре, 
але ще більше радію, якщо в цих 
перемогах є українська кровинка. 
Я горда за українців Канади! 

Люба МОСКАЛЬ, 
Член Національної спілки 
журналістів України 


Янукович буде балотуватися на 
президента в одному випадку 


(Українська правда)- Прем'єр Віктор Янукович має намір брати 
участь в наступних президентських виборах в разі скасування 
політичної реформи, що поверне президенту повноваження призначати 
Кабмін. Про це Янукович заявив в інтерв'ю агенції “Bloomberg”, 11 
грудня. "Мені доведеться боротися, якщо зміни до конституції будуть 
скасовані", - сказав Янукович. "Якщо я братиму участь, це буде 


жорстка боротьба", - додав він. 


Left to Right: Joy Smith, М.Р.; Peggy Nash, М.Р.; Borys Wrzesnewskyj, MP, Chair of Canada-Poland Parlia- 


mentary Group; ог Ostash, Ambassador-Designate of Ukraine; Peter Goldring, MP, Chair of the Canada- 
Ukraine Parliamentary Group; Piotr Ogrodenski, Ambassador of Poland; Lorraine Goldring; Andrew Robinson, 
former Canadian Ambassador to Ukraine. 


Goldring marks recognition anniversary 


(UkrNews)— Edmonton East Mp 
Peter Goldring drew the attention of 
the House of Commons to the 15” 
anniversary of Ukraine’s indepen- 
dence by Canada and Poland, Dec. 
6. 

He made the following statement: 

“Mr. Speaker, 

“Fifteen years ago, Ukrainians 
overwhelmingly chose to return to 
the status of an independent nation. 
The day after its referendum, 
Canada and Poland became the first 
two countries to recognize the newly 
sovereign Ukraine. 


“Today the Canada-Ukraine Par- 
liamentary Friendship Group is 
hosting a reception celebrating this 
monumental achievement that 
brought with it the rebirth of democ- 
racy in Ukraine. 

“We will also celebrate the ties 
that bind Canada, Ukraine and Po- 
land. Two million Canadians owe 
their heritage to Ukraine and Poland. 

“Since laying the foundations of 
democracy in those early years, 
people of Ukraine have surely and 
steadily strengthened their institu- 
tions of democracy. 


Wrzesnewsky] commemorates 
recognition anniversary 


(Borys Wrzesnewskyj Office)—Borys Wrzesnewskyj, Chair of the 
Canada-Poland Parliamentary Friendship Group and Vice-Chair of the 
Canada-Ukraine Parliamentary Friendship Group joined the ambassadors 
of Poland and Ukraine, Canadian parliamentarians, and members of the 
Polish Canadian and Ukrainian Canadian communities in celebrating the 
15th anniversary of Canada’s and Poland’s recognition of Ukraine’s his- 
toric independence declaration. Dec. 1, 2006 marked the 15th anniversary 
of the historic independence of Ukraine, the culmination of a centuries- 
long path towards independence. 

Speaking at the event, Wrzesnewskyj underscored the important role 
played by Ukrainian Canadians in the lead up to the independence refer- 
endum, as well as the role played by the Canadian parliamentary delega- 
tion, headed by Patrick Boyer and including Dr. Rey Pagtakhan, and oth- 
ers, which led to Canada’s recognition of Ukraine on December 2, 1991: 

“Fifteen years ago, a group of approximately 40 Ukrainian Canadians 
travelled to Ukraine to work on the independence referendum. We pro- 
duced millions of leaflets and posters that were distributed in southern 
and eastern regions of Ukraine. Also, we financed and produced a series 
of pro-independence television advertisements. We did this not because 
of doubts that a majority of Ukrainians would vote ‘TAK,’ but rather be- 
cause of concerns that a majority in certain parts of the South and East 
would not vote in favour of independence and this could potentially set 
the stage for secession and civil war as happened in Moldova, Georgia, 
and Tajikistan.” 

Wrzesnewskyj also addressed the important role played by Poland dur- 
ing that historic period: 

“When І and the rest of the Ukrainian Canadian contingent working on 
the ground heard that Canada was the ‘first country’ to recognize Ukraine, 
We were ecstatic and unbelievably proud. However, a short time later, we 
learned that it was Poland, in fact, that was the first country to recognize 
Ukraine’s independence. Poland recognized Ukraine some twenty min- 
utes earlier than Canada. These events illustrated the special relationship 
that existed and continues to exist between Canada, Poland and Ukraine. 
For this reason, it’s no surprise that two years ago during the Orange Revo- 
lution Canada and Poland sent the largest contingent of election observers 
during the rerun of the presidential election.” 

During the event Wrzesnewskyj had the honour of introducing Piotr 
Ogrodzinski, PhD, Polish Ambassador to Canada. Ambassador 
Ogrodzinski is a former political science professor who served in various 
capacities as a member of Solidarnosc, the broad-based anti-communist 
social movement that brought democracy to Poland and ushered in the 
downfall of the Iron Curtain. 


“Canada will continue to be sup- 
portive all people who strive to 
achieve freedoms that are brought 
about by their desire for democracy. 

“I wish to congratulate the people 
of Ukraine for their great accom- 
plishment 15 years ago and for their 
continued determination to embrace 
their future within the world of 
democratic nations.” 


Available 1 Feb. 2007: Three bedroom townhouse in Hromada hous- 
ing co-operative, located in Old Strathcona, (15 minutes’ walk from 
the U of A). $650/ mo., plus utilities. Your participation in the running 
of the co-op (2-4 hours per month) is required. Long-term residents, 
w/ family, to become a part of our community are sought. 

Phone Tatjana at 988-6725 before 15 Dec. 


Найкращі побажання 
радісних Різдвяних Свят та 
щасливого Нового Року. 
Христос Раждається! 


Peter Goldring 


Member of Parliament 
Edmonton East 
495-3261 


Please join us for our Christmas Open House 
9111-118 Ave. Thurs. Dec. 2tst 3-7 pm 


| Веселих Свят ma 
щасливого Нового Року 


члені Парламенту; 
Parkdale-High|Park 


Community Office 
2849 Dundas St. West (416)769-5072 


www.DebtFree.ca <http://(www.DebtFree.ca> 
A.C. WARING & ASSOCIATES INC. 


* Collectors Calling? - Wages Garnisheed? = Bills Unpaid? » Credit Refused? 
Call Us About: 
- Consumer Proposals " Bankruptcy Protection " Debt Payment Plans 


А 


FREE Consultation - Appointments Anytime 
Chartered Accountant - Trustee In Bankruptcy 


"Your Problem, Our Privilege, Your Protection, Our Priority" 


424-9944 Edmonton 
1-SO00-463-3328 


Веселих Свят ma 
Щасливого Нового Року! 


бемвол 4 Greetings 


Canada's F hogen Favewrites 
Try our new CHEEMO THREE CHEESE Perogies! 


З Save 50 Cents On The Purchase Of 
Our NEW Three Cheese Perogies 


To the Dealer: Heritage Frozen Foods Ltd. will reimburse you the resale value of one 907 gram bag of Cheemo 3 Cheese perogies 
at time of purchase plus our specified handling fee provided you and the consumer have complied with the terms of this offer. Any 
other application constitutes fraud. Failure to provide proof that sufficient stock was purchased to cover coupons will void coupons. 
Coupons submitted become our property. For redemption mail to: Heritage Frozen Foods Limited, 14615-124 Avenue, Edmonton, 
Alberta, T5L 382. Customer: Provincial Law may require the retailer to charge the applicable tax on the full value of the purchase 
before the reduction in coupon value. GST, PST and HST are included in face value where applicable. Unauthorized reproduction of 
this coupon is unlawful. Limit one package of 907 gram 3 Cheese Perogies per coupon. Not valid with any other coupon offers. 
Manufacturer's Coupon Expires June 30, 2007. 

Cashier: Please fill in the selling price of the package 


ty al 


ARTHUR WARING СА, CIRP 


COUPON CODE UKRNWS03 


May Peace Health and Happiness be with | 
You and Yours throughout the Holiday 
Season and into the New Year! 
Honourable Ken Kowalski 
Speaker of the Legislative Assembly of Alberta 
MLA, Barrhead-Morinville-Westlock 
#325 Legislature Bldg, Edmonton 


5110 - 50 Avenue, Barrhead 
Phone: 427-2464 OR 674-3225 


All of the Best. 


Merry Christmas! 
Христос Раждається! 


LEROY JOHNSON, M.L.A. 


WETASKIWIN-CAMROSE 


503 LEGISLATURE BUILDING 
10800 - 97 AVE, EDMONTON, AB Т5К 286 
PH: (780) 415-0977 FAX: (780) 422-0351 

CONSTITUENCY OFFICE: 
(780) 672-0000 or 352-0241 


Merry Christmas 
Happy New Year! 


Thomas A. Lukaszuk, MLA 
_ Edmonton - Castile Downs 
Constituency Office, 12120 - 161 Avenue 
Edmonton, AB T5X 5M8 

Phone 780 414-0705 Fax 780 414-0707 
edmonton.castledowns@assembly.ab.ca 


«ВЕСЕЛИХ СВЯТ І ЩАСЛИВОГО НОВОГО РОКУ» 


Honourable Gene Zwozdesky 


MLA Edmonton Mill Creek 
8207 Argyll Road Edmonton, Alberta T6C 482 
Ph: 466-3737 


Minister of Education 


228 Legislature Building, Т5К 286 
См 


Ph: 427-5010 


Park. 
emovial, 


FUNERAL ADMINISTRATORS AND DIRECTORS 
“THE CHAPEL ON THE BOULEVARD® 


FAMILY OWNED > 
AND OPERATED 


reception centre available 
(adjacent to funeral home) 
serving families since 1941 
prearranged funeral plans 
crematorium on site 


LAMONT 


* WILDWOOD » 


SMOKY LAKE 


provincial, national & international service 


(780) 426-0050 24 HRS. 
EDMONTON: 9709 - 111 AVENUE 


Visit us at: www.parkmemorial.com _ = 


» MAYERTHORPE : 


є 
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ER LOCATIONS: VEGREVILLE 


JERRY SMOLYK, PRESIDENT 
KRISTIE SMOLYK, VICE PRESIDENT 
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Yanukovych courts U.S. officials and investors 


By Heather Maher 

(RFE/RL)— Praising the United States’ founding fa- 
thers and quoting Martin Luther King, Yanukovych 
sounded nothing like a man who until a few months 
ago was associated with rigged elections and an anti- 
Western bias. 

In front of a throng of television cameras and a stand- 
ing-room only crowd that included State Department 
officials, pro-democracy leaders, and foreign diplomats, 
Dec. 4 Yanukovych declared that Ukraine is fully com- 
mitted to political and economic reform. 

It was a statement aimed squarely at convincing U.S. 
government officials and business investors that he sup- 
ports civil rights, democracy, and transparency — his 
first chance to do so in person since rising to the 
premiership in August following the political rebirth 
of his Party of Regions in Ukraine’s parliamentary elec- 
tions in March. 

“We will not abandon the path we have chosen, the 
path of democratic market transformations,” he said. 
“There can never be too much democracy in Ukraine, 
just as there cannot be too much freedom.” 

One by one, Yanukovych — the former villain of the 
Orange Revolution — addressed Western fears. 

He struck an anti-corruption chord by saying that the 
Ukrainian government is guided by one truth: trans- 
parency. He invited Washington, Brussels, and Mos- 
cow to approach Kyiv confident in the knowledge that 
all deals happen in the open. 

He insisted that the period of instability is now be- 
hind Ukraine, and promised that the next five years 
would be “predictable and stable.” 

Those years, he said, will include many reforms that 
should have been implemented in the country’s first 
few years of independence. They include modernizing 
the economy, imposing fiscal discipline, and increas- 
ing Ukraine’s competitiveness. 

Soon, Yanukovych vowed, the country will experi- 
ence high economic growth, and Ukrainians “will fi- 
nally get decent standards of life and work.” 

Without directly mentioning it, he invoked the en- 
ergy crisis of last winter, when Ukraine’s gas pipelines 
were shut off by Russia’s Gazprom monopoly, prompt- 
ing a short-lived but alarming energy crisis further 
downstream in Europe. 

Dec. 4 he promised that Ukraine would be a respon- 
sible partner in transporting energy resources and that 
this winter European consumers will have adequate sup- 
plies of natural gas. 

At home, ХапиКоуусі is locked in a contentious 
power-sharing arrangement with the man who defeated 
him in 2004, President Viktor Yushchenko, the pro- 
Western leader of the Orange Revolution. 

Yanukovych sought to play down differences be- 
tween himself and Yushchenko, insisting that he has 
“no disagreements with the president of Ukraine” when 
it comes to the country’s strategic direction and future. 
However, he did allow that the two men have different 
“tactical approaches.” 

Yanukovych’s U.S. trip follows a week of political 
squabbling in Ukraine over the visit. 

Foreign Minister Borys Tarasyuk, one of only two 
cabinet ministers chosen by Yushchenko, led an appar- 
ent attempt to block Yanukovych’s trip, saying the prime 
minister had failed to seek presidential approval on 
guidelines for the U.S. talks. It was later announced that 
Yushchenko had approved the trip. 

In Washington, however, Yanukovych was eager to 


Ukrainian Embassy 
in Moscow attacked 


Tr. by Irena Yakovina from Ukrayinaska Pavda 
At about 5 p.m. Wednesday (Nov. 29), three men 
threw explosives onto the grounds of the Ukrainian 
Embassy in Moscow. 
Fortunately, none of the Embassy officials were in- 
jured, according to its press-secretary Serhiy 
Dovbeshko. Ukraine’s Embassy is preparing a letter to 


Russian defense minister 
Russian authorities regarding the event. warns Ukraine in MATO 
As Interfax-Ukraine reports, the news agency re- 


ceived a letter signed by the Eurasian Youth Union, |(RFE/RL)—Russian Defense Minister Sergei Ivanov 
claiming that it had carried out this action jointly with | came to Kyiv on Dec. 7 to discuss the upcoming visit 
the National Bolshevik Front. of Russian President Vladimir Putin to Ukraine by the 
According to the letter, those who took part in the | end of this month, Ukrainian media reported. Р 
action, were “upset with the decision made by the Ivanoy met with his Ukrainian counterpart, Anatoliy 
Verkhovna Rada to adopt the law on the Holodomor of | Hrytsenko, as well as with President Viktor Yushchenko 
the 1930s,” and saw the law as blaming Russia for | and Prime Minister Viktor Yanukovych. 
“genocide.” Ivanoy told journalists in ку ца ан Ван: 
OO | tial NATO membership will affect relations with Russia. 
Last law for WTO entry approved “Whether we ой or not, this step will certainly 
(RFE/RL)— The Ukrainian parliament has approved | have an inevitable effect, one way or another, on our 
the final piece of legislation required for Ukraine to | relations, for instance on cooperation in the military- 
join the World Trade Organization (WTO). The law, industrial sector. We think this will happen, and not 
which sets customs duties for some metals exports, | because a malicious Russia will want it to happen. Not 
secured 363 votes in the 450-seat parliament Dec. 13. |at all. This will simply happen for objective reasons, 
Ukraine hopes to join the WTO, which sets global trade | Ivanov noted. 


stress the concept of cooperation. 

He said when it comes to Ukraine’s foreign policy, 
preserving the country’s unity is the most essential con- 
sideration. As an example, he cited public skepticism 
of NATO membership, calling it a “significant and con- 
troversial problem.” 

“It’s hardly surprising that the stereotypes of the cold 
war live too long — a great number of our people still 
fear that our accession to NATO will be directed to- 
ward Russia, would harm our friendly relations,” he 
noted. “As a result, onlyHone in five Ukrainians sup- 
ports filing a membership application to the alliance. 
And one cannot fail to take this situation into account.” 

But he insisted that Ukraine is committed to full 
membership in the alliance, and cited U.S. President 
George W. Bush’s comment at the recent NATO sum- 
mit in Riga that Ukraine should move toward NATO 
membership on its own timetable, when it is ready. 

“T want to leave no doubt,” he said. “Ukraine remains 
a reliable and essential partner for the alliance.” 

Yanukovych said he had recommended several steps 
after the September meeting of the NATO-Ukraine 
Committee in Brussels, including an expansion of 
Ukraine’s cooperation in peacekeeping missions and 
the launch of a massive public information campaign. 

He also addressed the widespread perception that he 

is pro-Moscow in his outlook. 
“T believe that the other foreign policy issues are much 
less controversial, perhaps with the exception of my 
attitude toward our relations with Russia, which for 
some reason attracts increased attention,” he began. 

“Let me say that I view Russia in a much broader 
way than just a market for our products and a supplier 
of energy resources. And I feel this way for a number 
of factors — historic factors, cultural, family-related, 
and geopolitical ones. We have to develop our [own] 
relations in all areas, but we have to behave as equal 
partners and base our policies upon our own national 
interests and priorities, primarily economic ones. This 
is very important for Ukraine.” 

As to future membership in the European Union, 
Yanukovych said he favors a slow approach, but ap- 
peared to leave no doubt that he aspires to accession. 

“My government has a realistic assessment of today’s 
situation. We believe that pushing the membership is- 
sue and heating up the debate cannot resolve the stale- 
mate and will only lead to mutual disappointment and 
reinforced Euroskepticism,” he said. “That’s why we 
believe that in the short term it’s important to focus on 
some specific actions: the most important step is to start 
negotiations on the establishment of the free trade area 
with the European Union.” 

Yanukovych said that membership in the World Trade 
Organization, and the flourishing of deep trade ties with 
Europe, would be the first step toward Ukraine’s inte- 
gration with Europe. 

And that, in turn, will form the basis for the country’s 
eventual membership with the EU, which Yanukovych 
said he hopes will happen while he is still in office. 

“Martin Luther King famously said, “I have a dream.’ 
Ukrainian politicians have their dreams, too. My govern- 
ment not only dreams, it acts,” he said. “That’s why І 
hope that Ukraine will come close to start negotiating its 
accession to the European Union with me as its prime 
minister. Maybe we will start the negotiations. It will not 
happen today, or tomorrow, but I believe it will happen.” 

The once-divisive politician seemed decidedly ea- 
ger to embrace an all-encompassing foreign policy — 
one that looks both East and West. 

“Tn foreign policy there is a common vision, a com- 
promise,” Yanukovych said. “Everyone recognizes our 
European choice as the key foreign policy priority. Бу- 
eryone also understands the importance of developing 
of strategic partnership with the United States and spe- 
cial partnership with NATO. And I have not yet met 
politicians who would be opposed to developing 
friendly relations with Russia.” 
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(Government of Alberta)-Premier ки 


Stelmach sets new Alberta agenda нн та Щасливого Нового Року! 


Designate Ed Stelmach has laid out 
the five priorities for his new admin- 
istration. The priorities will focus 
Cabinet and government caucus on 


improving the quality of life for | 


Albertans through better govern- 
ment planning and management of 
expenditures. 

“As Alberta’s premier, my goal is 
to do what is right for our province 
and for all Albertans,” said Stelmach 
in a press rleased issued Dec. 13. 
“Together, we can do great things.” 

The new Alberta agenda is de- 
signed to: 

¢ Govern with integrity and trans- 
parency; 

e Manage growth pressures; 

e Improve Albertans’ quality of life; 

е Build a stronger Alberta; and, 

¢ Provide safe and secure commu- 
hities. 

“Alberta’s strong economy allows 
us to help improve the quality of life 
for the people of this province,” said 
Stelmach. “Like every Albertan, I 
want this province to be the place 
where our children and grandchil- 
dren choose to live.” 

Stelmach’s agenda highlights 
plans to increase access to post-sec- 
ondary education, implement a com- 
prehensive health workforce strat- 
egy, address the funding needs of 
municipalities, show progress on 
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UKRAINIAN RESTAURANT, 
BAR AND GALLERY 
12210 JASPER AVENUE + 453-2040 


taste уж 


Now booking New Year's Eve апа Malanka Dinner 
Dec. 31 and Jan. 13 


Consider original art from Ukraine for Christmas giving 
Gift Certificates Available 


May this Holiday Season be filled with joy and the 
New Year bring you good health and happiness. 


Alann J. Nazarevich 
Barrister & Solicitor 


PHOTO — MARCO LEVYTSKY 
Ed Stelmach hands out Centenary Pioneer Certificates to families of Ukrai- 
nians who immigrated to East Central Alberta over 100 years ago at the 
Ukrainian Cultural Heritage Village, on Ukrainian Day, Aug. 20, 2006. 


Tax, Corporate & Estate Planning 


Alberta’s rural development strat- 
egy, and complete a land-use frame- 
work among other key actions. As 
one of the first initiatives out of the 
Starting gate, Stelmach announced 
his intention to create a housing task 
force to increase the availability of 
affordable housing. 

To deliver on these plans, 
Stelmach announced a restructuring 
for government, reducing the num- 
ber of ministers from 24 to 18. He 
outlined four Cabinet Policy Com- 
Mittees to replace the six Standing 
Policy Committees. A new body, the 


Treasury Board Secretariat, will be 
created and mandates of a number of 
ministries will be reshaped to better 
coordinate government activities. 

“This new structure will enable 
government to better focus on the 
priorities, improve planning and co- 
ordination and help move the 
agenda forward,” said Stelmach. 
“This will be a new way of govern- 
ing, with more discipline and ac- 
countability. The overall goal is to 
better serve Albertans, providing 
more effective government - not 
more government.” 


Stelmach commits to campaign pledges 


(UkrNews)— Premier-designate 
Ed Stelmach said he is “committed 
to all the promises I made during the 
campaign” at the first press confer- 
ence held after his stunning come- 
from-behind victory for the Alberta 
Progressive Conservative leadership 


race, Dec. 2. 

Among the top priorities would be 
easing both the labour and the hous- 
ing shortages, he said at the legisla- 
ture, Dec. 4. 

Stelmach also warned any federal 
politicians who may try to grab 


~ PHOTOS — GOVERNMENT OF ALBERTA 


Above: Premier Designate Stelmach thanks everyone who supported and 


believed in him at the Dec. 4 press conference. Below: Premier-Designate 
Stelmach (L) and Premier Klein (R) shake hands 


some of Alberta’s oil wealth. 

“I’m going to tell them right off 
the bat that they have to be careful 
as to the kind of policies that they 
start articulating because any dam- 
age to Alberta’s economy is going 
to severely hurt Ottawa as well and 
their treasury as well. You know 
through the work you’re doing how 
much money goes to Ottawa in 
terms of taxes paid and all the eco- 
nomic activity. The steel worker in 
Hamilton, the valve manufacturer in 
Quebec, those jobs are dependent on 
Alberta. And we’re going to make 
sure that Alberta’s economy remains 
vibrant and we’re going to work 
with other province, of course with 
other premiers, but we’re going to 
be very careful watching this. There 
is a couple of areas — one is this 
whole discussion on equalization 
and fiscal imbalance and of course 
this idea of a nation within a nation. 
But once we get a better definition 
then we will be able to move for- 
ward,” he said. 

During the campaign, Stelmach 
proposed enacting a lobby register 
to remove any hint of impropriety 
in government, a public transparent 
review of the royalty regime to en- 
sure Albertans are getting a fair 
share of their resources, as well as 
negotiating an immigration agree- 
ment for Aberta similar to the one 
Ottawa currently has with Quebec. 

Such an agreement would repre- 
sent Alberta’s priorities in attracting 
skilled workers. He noted that 
people in Ukraine especially have 
tremendous skills that are needed in 
Alberta, but are finding it difficult 
to immigrate. 

Stelmach also said he was also 
concerned that raw bitumen from 
Alberta’s oil sands was being ex- 
ported to the United States where it 
was being upgraded to gasoline and 
petrochemical products. 

Another of his proposals was to 
invest Alberta’s resource royalties 
into an Alberta Pension Plan. This 
will take province beyond oil and 
gas by investing in new technology 
and would be a fund that can pro- 
tect the future of youth by ensuring 
a stable fund, he said. 
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Дорадча Рада з AnbGeptcbKo-YkpaincbKux Відносин охернтені 


Уряд Альбертської Дорадчої Ради 
з Альбертсько-Українських Відносин 
бажає Вам радісних Різдвяних Свят та 
всього найкращого в 2007 році. 


The Government of Alberta, on behalf ої 
The Advisory Council on Alberta-Ukraine 
Relations, wishes you a joyous Christmas 
season and all the best for 2007. 


The Honourable Ed Stelmach 
Premier of Alberta 


Ray Danyluk 
M.L.A. Lac La Biche - St.Paul 
Chair, ACAUR 


The ACAUR explores opportunities for Alberta-Ukraine 
partnerships and helps the Alberta Government build 
government to government ties. 


St. Michael's 
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Wishing you a Blessed Christmas 
and a 
Soyous New Year! 
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The Board extends Christmas Greetings 
and wishes for а Joyous:New Year to all! 


Korneil Ozipko 
Secretary 


Ivan Sawchuk 
Chairman 


George Zaharia 
Administrator 


ХРИСТОС РАЖДАЄТЬСЯ! 
СЛАВІТЕ ЙОГО! 


Christ Is Born! 


Нехай справжній настрій цього 
| Різдвяного сезону, його радість, краса, 
| надія i передовсім його постійна віра 

живуть поміж намн. 
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May the true spirit of this Christmas season — its joy, beauty, hope and 
above all its abiding faith— five among us. 


From the Board of Directors, management and staff of Carpathia Credit Union! 


всім нашим членам бажають Дирекція, Правління та працівники 


1341-А HENDERSON HWY. 
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All PHOTOS — MARCO LEVYTSKY 


The Ukrainian Canadian delegate bloc. 


Ukrainian bloc puts Dion over the top 


Cont. from P. 1 


go to Dion (as well),” said Wrzes- 
newskyj. 

“At a pivotal moment we played 
a pivotal role in deciding the out- 
come of the convention,” he added. 

Coming into the convention, the 
Ukrainian Canadian bloc numbered 
about 40 delegates, created by a 
nucleus of elected and ex-officio 
delegates from three Toronto 
tidings — Etobicoke-Centre, 
Ignatieff’s own Etobicoke- 
Lakeshore and Parkdale-High Park, 
four Edmonton constituencies — 
Edmonton-Strathcona, Edmonton- 
Leduc, Edmonton East, Edmonton- 
St. Albert — and the rural Alberta 
riding of Westlock-St. Paul. 

With their distinctive yellow tee- 
shirts with cyan lettering the Ukrai- 
nian Canadian delegate bloc was 
noticed by other Ukrainian Cana- 
dian delegates from Manitoba, 
Saskatchewan and Ontario, who 
then came on board. After the first 
ballot, the bloc was strengthened by 
the addition of Martha Hall 
Findlay’s youth delegates. 

In the first ballot, which was held 
the night before, Ignatieff led with 
1,414, Rae followed with 977, Dion 
was third with 856, Kennedy only 
two votes behind at 854, Dryden 
fifth with 238, Scott Brison sixth 
with 192, Joe Volpe seventh with 
156 and Hall Findlay last with 130. 

Both Volpe and Brison went to 
Ray, while Hall Findlay joined 
Dion’s camp. 

Several factors contributed to 


PHONE: 989-7400 www.carpathiacu.mb.oa 


Kennedy’s four-place finish after 
coming in just slightly ahead of Dion 
in the delegate selection meetings 
held Sept. 30-Oct. 2, among them: 

» Seventeen potential Alberta 
Kennedy delegates (among them 
Ukrainian News Editor Marco 
Levytsky) were disallowed follow- 
ing a final ruling made at 2 a.m. the 
morning of the first vote that pre- 
vented the campaigns moving alter- 
nates elected in one provincial con- 
stituency to another where there was 
a vacancy. Ontario and Quebec al- 
low such moves, but the Alberta 
party constitution does not. A week- 
and-a-half before the convention all 
the camps were informed that this 
had been changed to conform with 
other jusrisdictions. At the conven- 
tion, the Rae campaign, which did 
poorly in Alberta, challenged that de- 
cision and soon after the party re- 
jected an appeal by Kennedy, who 
ran first on the province and 
Ignatieff, who ran second. (The 
editor’s wife, Lesia Levytsky was 
upgraded to delegate at the conven- 
tion when no female youth delegate 
from Edmonton Strathcona showed 
up. Under party rules upgrades go to 
the top vote-getter who most closely 
matches the demographics of the 
delegate who did not show up. Lesia 
Levytsky qualified as the top adult 
female in the riding. Marco Levytsky 
was accredited as a media represen- 
tative.) 


» Thirty Kennedy delegates from 


British Columbia [RN 
never made it to 
the convention 
because flights 
were cancelled 
due to snow- 
storms and freez- 
ing rain. A num- 
ber of Alberta 
delegates almost 
didn’t make it 
because their 
flight originated 
in Victoria, After 
three hours the 
freezing rains 
stopped, the run- 
way was de-iced 
and the plane 
proceeded. 

¢ Six ex-officio 
Kennedy del- 
egates parked 
their votes with 
Hall Findlay for 
the first ballot in 
an effort to lift 
her over Volpe. 

Kennedy’s de- 
cision to go to 


Kennedy greets supporters during a rally. 


Dion and his performance at the 
convention prompted many observ- 
ers to tout him as the next Liberal 
leader. 

“History suggests Kennedy, 46, is 
well positioned to become the next 
Liberal chief since he’s Dion’s natu- 
ral heir apparent and aided by the 
party’s policy since 1887 of alter- 
nating between French and English 
leaders,” wrote the Toronto Star. 

In going to Dion “I followed my 
gut,” Kennedy told the Star. 

“The relationship is simply one of 
respect. I formed a conviction about 
where the Liberal Party has to go 
and the one who shares that convic- 
tion most closely is Mr. Dion,” he 
said. 

He added that he cut no deal in 
exchange for his support. “I get 
nothing for this. This was not a ne- 
gotiation. This is an understanding, 
this is mutual respect and I know 
that it’s tempting to see it another 
way.” 

Kennedy, who was introduced by 
a passionate Justin Trudeau, also had 
one of the best speeches on the night 
of the first ballot vote with overall 
themes of winnability achieved 
through party unity, party renewal 
and his vision of “One Canada”. 

He also noted his western roots: 

"І would be the first Liberal leader 
born and raised in western Canada, 
and I will not spot the conservatives 
80 seats west of Kenora every time 


we have an election.” 


де 
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Impressions of a first-time Uelezate 


By Daniel Lepki, Edmonton East 
Some of the discussion after the 
convention was whether Kennedy 
would have won had he had more 
votes than Dion on the initial ballot. 
It was a pivotal question: would 
Dion have walked to Kennedy? 
Probably, there was discussion for 
the last few weeks that the two 
camps were talking and were fairly 


Христос Раждається! 
Веселих Різдв'яних Свят. 
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close — afterwards, it was made 
known that this was the case. Would 
it have been enough to carry 
Kennedy over the other two oppo- 
nents? Perhaps, but not for certain. 

Kennedy had suffered a few 
losses even before the first ballot had 
been cast. First, his plan of sending 
Alberta alternates elected in one 
riding to fill vacancies in others, was 
tuled out as a result of a challenge 
initiated by the Rae camp just prior 
to registration. Second, many of his 
B.C. supporters could not come to 
the convention on time for registra- 
tion because their flights were can- 
celled due to poor weather. What 
was initially thought to be a fairly 
decent margin for Kennedy ahead of 
Dion turned out to be a very slight 
lead by the Dion camp by two votes 
— enough momentum eventually to 
win the entire race. 

I was a delegate for the Kennedy 
camp — supporting him for quite 
some time before the eventual lead- 
ership convention. The first rally for 
Kennedy held in the convention hall 
had floored me with emotion — here 
I was a Ukrainian delegate that had 
supported Kennedy amongst both 
other Ukrainian supporters who ini- 
tially numbered about 40 members 
and also all the other supporters who 
numbered almost 900, including al- 
ternates. I was fortunate to get spon- 
sorship from the League of Ukrai- 
nian Canadians whose mandate is 
for both Ukrainian and Canadian 
political activism and undertakings 
within the Canadian federation. 

They were cheering and chanting 
at an initial rally, and I was caught 
up with the raw passion and feeling 
of unity for both my Ukrainian and 
Canadian compatriots. It was a cheer 
that would be repeated over and over 
throughout the convention — and 
would stir patriotic passion and fer- 
vor. Sure the oppositions’ candidates 
would have their own cheers, but for 
the most part it was sensed that we 
were still on the same side even 
though we may have been initially 
opposed. 

The first day we registered early 
in the morning, went through a te- 
dious process to upgrade from al- 
ternate to delegate status, and even- 
tually listened to each candidate’s 
speech in the evening. The speeches 
were impressive with each candidate 
having a unique and important im- 
pact on delegates as to how they 
would vote the next day. One can 
argue the merits of each speech and 


Above: Wrzesnewskyj holds a morning strategy session; Below lefi: Lepki 
at rally; Below right: Justin Trudeau. 


evidently how much sway they had 
— Dion’s speech dealt with three 
facets of the liberal party: social lib- 
eralism, market/economic forces, 
and thirdly environmentalism. 

On the next day, the day of lib- 
eral reckoning, the Ukrainian con- 
tingent had met early in the morn- 
ing to discuss a few strategic points 
on how to approach the day. It was 
generally related that we all wanted 
to reach out to other members other 
than Kennedy’s supporters and 
somehow sway or garner more of 
the vote that way as well. 

On the second ballot, Kennedy 
gained some ground, but Dion’s lead 
had increased a few percentage 
points. Kennedy made the decision 
to join Dion and let his supporters 
go where they may — effectively, 
they supported his decision and 93% 
had followed him to Dion by the 
third ballot. By this move, Kennedy 
threw in his bid to become leader, 
and eventually became ‘king-maker’ 
and gave enough support to Dion to 
successfully win the convention. 

This, however, move was not im- 
mediate on the part of the Ukrainian 
delegation. A discussion ensued on 
whom to support — eventually it 
was decided that we should push be- 
hind Dion. We were to meet his del- 
egation for a photo opportunity be- 
fore he was to go down for the re- 
sults of the third ballot voting. We 
met him on the second level of the 


Nash congratulates Dion, Kennedy 


(Peggy Nash Office/UkrNews)—Peggy Nash, NDP member for the 
federal riding of Parkdale - High Park has congratulated Both Stephane 
Dion and Gerard Kennedy for their Liberal leadership campaigns. 

“After a hard fought race, I want to congratulate Stéphane Dion on 
becoming the new leader of the Liberal Party,” she said in a statement 


issued Dec. 4 


“Mr. Dion’s campaign focused on the environment, and in particular 


convention centre and went down 
with him down the escalator to 
booming “Dion” chants. On the 
fourth ballot, Dion took the race for 
leader of the Liberal party to much 
fanfare. Overall, I felt proud to rep- 
resent both Ukrainian and Canadian 
interests, and it was evident that the 
ability to work with both was pos- 
sible. 


May Christmas and the Holiday season 
bring you prosperities and happiness! 
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climate change, which is important to me and the people of Parkdale - 
High Park. I look forward to working with him where possible and debat- 
ing with him where necessary on all the important issues facing our coun- 


“IT would also like to congratulate Gerard Kennedy for his strong show- 
ing and the important role he played in the final outcome. Mr. Kennedy 
represented Parkdale - High Park provincially prior to running as a fed- 
eral leadership candidate and I hope to welcome him to the House of 
Commons as a parliamentary colleague should he seek and win a federal 
seat,” added Nash. 

“Finally, I want to congratulate all the other candidates who put their 
names forward during this leadership campaign — I wish them all the 
best in their future endeavours.” 
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Invest in the Future Ukrainian Scholarship - 
Support the 


Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies 


Підтримуйте українознавчі студії - 
Станьте меценатом 


Канадського інституту українських студій 


CIUS, University of Alberta, 450 Athabasca Hall 
Edmonton, AB, Canada T6G 2E8 
Tel: 780.492.2972; Fax: 780.492.4967; 
Email: cius@ualberta.ca; www.cius.ca 
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"Ukrainian Daughters' Cookbook" 


This book embodies the colour 
and richness of Ukrainian 
tradition. It features recipes and 
customs passed down through 
generations to maintain our 
unique heritage. Special features 
include Christmas Eve Supper, 
Easter dishes, a 9-page section 
on how to make Ukrainian Easter 
Eggs, plus cross stitch designs 
and wonderful holiday breads. 


Price: $19.95 plus $5.00 for postage 
& handling. US & International 
orders payable in US found. 


Please make cheque or money 
й order payable to: 
Ukrainian Women's Association 
1920 Toronto Street 
Regina, Saskatchewan 
Canada S4P 1M8 


For fund raising or volume purchases, contact Ukrainian 
Women's Association for volume rates. Tel.: 1-306-586-5590 


Gene Zwozdesky, Minister of Education and Dr. Danuta 


Celebration of Excellence in Ukrainian Education. 


A Celebration of Excellence 


(CIUS)— Another significant 
milestone for the Ukrainian bilin- 
gual program was heralded at the 
“Celebration of Excellence in Ukrai- 
nian Education,” event held on Nov. 
28. Gene Zwozdesky, Minister of 
Education, presented certificates of 
recognition to Ukrainian bilingual 
program high school students who 
successfully participated in the first 
ever administration of an interna- 
tionally recognized Ukrainian as a 
foreign language proficiency exami- 
nation. This examination is the 
Ukrainian language entrance exam 
for foreign students wishing to study 
at the University of Lviv (U of L). 

The celebration was hosted by the 
Ukrainian Language Education 
Centre (ULEC) of the Canadian In- 
stitute of Ukrainian Studies at the 
University of Alberta and was held 
in the conference centre of Lister 
Hall. Edmonton Catholic Schools, 
Edmonton Public Schools, and Elk 
Island Catholic Schools assisted in 
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the planning and sponsorship of this 
event. The master of ceremonies for 
the evening was John Sokolowski, 
acting director of ULEC. 

Minister Zwozdesky was one of 
two special guests at the Celebra- 
tion. He brought greetings from the 
Government of Alberta and pre- 
sented certificates to the students. 
The teachers: Stephanie Dowson 
from Archbishop Jordan High 
School in Sherwood Park, Daria 
Porochiwnyk from Austin O’Brien 
High School, and Chrystyna Kaye, 
М.Е. LaZerte High School, accom- 
panied their students. The other spe- 
cial guest was Dr. Danuta Mazuryk, 
Senior Lecturer in the Faculty of 
Pre-University Training at U of L. 
She teaches Ukrainian in the Prepa- 
ratory Department for International 
Students. 

For Dr. Mazuryk to be present was 
indeed special because she did the 
background research for this exami- 
nation and administered the exam to 
42 students in grades 11 and 12 in 
the Ukrainian Bilingual Program of 
the above mentioned schools. She 
did this while in Edmonton at 
ULEC’s invitation in April of this 
year. She also arranged for the grad- 
ing to be done in Lviv and prepared 
areport on the project and its results 
(the final report is available from 
Alberta Education). Dr. Mazuryk 
addressed the students, their teach- 
ers, parents and guests in Ukrainian 
and congratulated them on their suc- 
cess. She also highlighted the fact 
that this was the first ever adminis- 
tration of an internationally recog- 
nized exam of Ukrainian language 
proficiency for high school students 
learning Ukrainian outside of 
Ukraine. 

This celebratory event was also 
honored by the presence of Doug 
Aitkenhead (Superintendent) and 
Tony Sycora (Chair, Board of Trust- 
ees) from Elk Island Catholic 
Schools; Borys Radyo (Assistant 
Superintendent) and Janice Sarich 
(Trustee) from Edmonton Catholic 
Schools; and Janice Aubry (Team 
Leader for Languages) from Alberta 
Education. 

The administration of the exam 
was carried out in partnership by 
ULEC, Edmonton Public Schools, 
and U of L. This was the first time a 
multipart assessment of the level of 
language proficiency of the gradu- 
ates of the Ukrainian bilingual pro- 
gram in Alberta has ever been con- 
ducted. This project was supported 
by grants and services in-kind pro- 
vided by Alberta Education, which 
also supported the administration of 
exams in Chinese, French, and Japa- 
nese. 


Mazuryk with students who were recognized at the 


Sixty-eight percent of the total 
grade 11 and 12 student contingent 
and all of the grade 12 students who 
completed the exam met the Ukrai- 
nian language entrance requirement 
for foreigners wishing to pursue sec- 
ondary education in Ukraine. These 
students received a certificate, is- 
sued by the U of L. 

The exam tested listening, speak- 
ing, reading, writing and grammar 
knowledge in Ukrainian. In the lis- 
tening portion of the exam, students 
demonstrated a high level of skill in 
understanding an oral text written 
and spoken according to the norms 
of modern standard Ukrainian as 
used in Ukraine today. The speak- 
ers they listened to were native 
speakers of Ukrainian. One speaker 
was from Kyiv, the other speaker 
from Lviv. Students were given texts 
to read which were written in stan- 
dard Ukrainian for native speakers 
of Ukrainian. They were able to read 
and understand these texts. The writ- 
ing portion was the most difficult 
part of this exam for the bilingual 
students since they were required to 
write creatively in Ukrainian. In the 
grammar part of the exam, students 
had to select correct grammatical 
forms and demonstrate an under- 
standing of them. 

The students were also tested 
orally by native speakers of Ukrai- 
nian and demonstrated a good un- 
derstanding of the examiners’ ques- 
tions. They had sufficient vocabu- 
lary to express their thoughts and 
exhibited a quick and confident 
tempo of speaking. Their commu- 
nication was expressive. 

The majority of students demon- 
strated that they can perform in 
Ukrainian at Level __, the Thresh- 
old Level of language proficiency, 
as recognized throughout Europe 
.This means they can maintain in- 
teraction and get across what they 
want to communicate in Ukrainian 
and ___e with problems in every- 
day life using the Ukrainian lan- 
guage. With a threshold level of 
Ukrainian language proficiency the 
students can study in Ukrainian at a 
university in Ukraine. All of the 
grade 12 students who completed 
the exam attained this level and the 
overwhelming majority of grade 11 
students attained this level in listen- 
ing and reading. 

In his closing remarks Minister 
Zwozdesky stated that “the results 
achieved by Alberta students on this 
internationally recognized examina- 
tion attest to the excellence of Ukrai- 
nian bilingual education in Alberta 
and its effectiveness in preparing 
Alberta students for work and study 
abroad.” 
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Українська трагедія 


(Голодомор очима словенського журналіста) 


Branko Soban, Delo, 11.12.2006 

Сталінський голодомор нарешті офіційно визнано 
за геноцид. 

Над українськими селами, розкиданими по родю-- 
чій рівнині, у 1933 році все частіше почали з'явля- 
тися чорні прапори: ознака, що в селі не лишилося 
жодної живої душі. Приїздили вантажні машини. 
Міліціонери й військові незворушно збирали 
закляклі трупи, розкидані по подвір'ях, і відвозили 
на спільні могильники. 

У 1932-1933 роках українці масово вмирали через 
голод або голодомор, як цю трагедію називали 
російською та їхньою мовою. Пересічно щодня вми-- 
рало 33 тисячі. Всього тоді голод забрав близько 10 
мільйонів українців, що становило третину тодіш-- 
нього населення цієї колишньої радянської респуб-- 
ліки. Це була одна з найбільших трагедій ХХ сто- 
річчя. "Спочатку ми їли котів і собак. Потім з'явився 
ще й канібалізм", із сльозами на очах згадує ті 
страшні часи 85-річна Ганна Васильєва, в якої голо-- 
домор забрав майже всю родину. 

Батьки з розпачу навмисно залишали дітей на 
залізничних станціях. Звідти їх міліціонери відво-- 
зили до найближчих дитпритулків: там ще була 
якась їжа. У такий спосіб багато хто врятував життя 
принаймні своїм дітям. 

Винищення, якого не знав світ, Україна - з ініціа- 
тиви Президента Віктора Ющенка - визнала за 
геноцид. Ющенко, який досяг цього не дивлячись 
на шалений опір опонентів, говорить, що цю сумну 
главу української історії, яку десятки років ганебно 
приховували, слід назвати відповідним ім'ям. І якщо 
певна тоталітарна політика в ім'я вищої мети свідомо 
штовхне на смерть десять мільйонів людей, цей 
злочин без жодних вагань перед обличчям історії, 
звичайно ж, слід оголосити як геноцид і ніщо інше, 
пояснив свою пропозицію Ющенко. 

У трагедії, яка навіки вкарбувалась в народну 
пам'ять, перш за все, звичайно, була винна сталінська 
колективізація, від якої найбільше потерпіла саме 
Україна, колишня житниця СРСР. Селяни, які не 
хотіли віддавати землю, адже вони виросли на ній, 
чинили відчайдушний опір колгоспам і радгоспам. 
Через це врожаї - не дивлячись на родючий чорнозем 
- дедалі зменшувалися. Тому в селян почали забирати 
врожай силоміць. 

Україні потрібна лише правда про трагедію, яка 
сталася 1932-1933 року; а визнання геноциду - єдине 
відшкодування, якого вимагають жертви 

Кожне село мало здати певну кількість хліба; при 
цьому вимоги в багато разів перевищували зібраний 
врожай. Села, які не виконували план, заносилися 
до чорного списку. Особливі загони потім ходили 
від хати до хати і забирали прихований врожай та 
їжу. "Забирали навіть те, що варилося в горщиках. 
Їжу шукали всюди. Зривали навіть дошки з підлоги", 
згадує 88-річний Дмитро Каленик. Їхня родина в ті 
роки налічувала 14 членів. Вижили тільки двоє. 
Коли особливі загони пограбували села, мешканцям 
було заборонено залишати домівки. Це було рівно- 
значне смертному вироку, адже без їжі вижити було 
неможливо. 

Смерть, звичайно, спіткала й тих, хто чинив опір 
конфіскації. Лише за перші 5 місяців 1933 року з 
України на Сибір було вивезено 55 тис. Понад дві 
тисячі було розстріляно. З-поміж них також жінок 
і дітей, Кулю в голову можна було дістати за єдиний 


Мороз не зрозумів, чому 
Тимошенко на нього напала 


(Українська правда)- -Спікер Верховної Ради Олександр Мороз 
вважає, що для судового позову на нього з боку БЮТ не має підстав. 
"Я не знаю, що вона (лідер БЮТ Юлія Тимошенко) зібралась 
подавати на мене до суду, якщо буде подавати, то очевидно будемо 
судитися, хоч я не бачу, з якого приводу", - сказав він, коментуючи 


відповідні заяви з боку Тимошенко. 


За словами Мороза, у понеділок на прохання Тимошенко він "ще 
раз повернувся до теми тимчасових слідчих комісій". 

"Я ще раз відповів, що президент відмовився підписувати цей закон, 
голова ВР минулого скликання з невідомих мені причин також не 


підписав закон?", - сказав він 11 грудня. 


"Відповідно до Конституції, я як голова нинішньої ВР не маю права 
підписувати цей закон з тих же міркувань, що виписані в нормах 


Конституції", - додав Мороз. 


За його словами, для підписання цього законопроекту потрібне 
повторне його подання будь-яким суб'єктом законодавчої ініціативи, 


а також повторне схвалення Верховною Радою. 


"Я запропонував такий варіант: будь-який суб'єкт законодавчої 
ініціативи на цьому тижні вносить той же закон, він проголосується 
Верховною Радою, i все буде гаразд), - зазначив Мороз. 


пшеничний колосок з поля. 

У СРСР про злочин, скоєний за наказом Сталіна в 
1932-1933 роках, щоб за його допомогою зокрема 
зламати опір українських націоналістів, ніколи не 
можна було говорити. Влада весь час наполягала, що 
в Україні ніколи не було жодного голоду. Хто ствер-- 
джував протилежне, потрапляв за грати. Архіви про 
це охороняли, як найбільшу військову таємницю. В 
Україні їх, наприклад, відкрили лише в 2003 році. 

Коли ж після краху СРСР почалося громадське 
обговорення голодомору, дебати в першу чергу то-- 
чилися навколо питання, чи голод було викликано 
штучно, чи в цьому, можливо, все-таки була винна 
природа. Організатори міжнародної конференції про 
голодомор в Україні, яка відбулась кілька років тому 
в США, змушені навіть були в останню мить шукати 
інше місце, бо університет, у якому мала відбутися 
зустріч, не бажав погодитися з терміном про pyKo— 
творну (man-made) катастрофу. Ясність у справу 
вніс лауреат Нобелівської премії Амарт'я Сен (Am- 
artya Sen), який у своїй праці "Бідність та голод" 
зокрема ствереджує, що в наш час природа просто 
не може бути причиною голоду. Голод у першу чергу 
настає не через розвал виробництва їжі, а через 
розвал системи постачання. Насправді в наш час у 
таких "застоях" передусім винна політика. 

А політика при обговоренні питання голоду в 
Україні, звичайно ж, завжди присутня. Присутня 
вона і зараз, коли Президент Віктор Ющенко 3anpo— 
понував Верховній Раді (парламенту) прийняти 
відповідний закон. Його супротивники - перш за все 
Партія Регіонів прем'єра Віктора Януковича, яка 
знаходиться при владі, а також комуністи Петра 
Симоненка -- голову держави затято звинувачували, 
що він без потреби політизує справу. 

У Верховній Раді закон про геноцид спочатку 
навіть не хотіли включати в порядок денний. Коли 
ж Ющенку за допомогою соціалістів Олександра 
Мороза це все-таки вдалося, супротивники висунули 
пропозицію замінити слово "геноцид" на "трагедія". 
Адже голод, мовляв, спіткав у ті часи не лише 
Україну, але й Поволж'я, Кубань, Казахстан та інші 
регіони СРСР, запевняв комуніст Петро Цибенко. 
"Там теж говоритимуть про геноцид?", питав він у 
Ющенка. 

Цікаво, що про український голодомор подібним 
чином міркують і в Росії, де серйозно побоюються 
можливої виплати відшкодувань родичам жертв 
голодомору, якщо такий закон почне діяти. Прес- 
аташе російського міністерства закордонних справ 
М.Калінін офіційно звинуватив Київ у політизації 
справи. Проте Президент Ющенко швидко заспокоїв 
Москву, що Українська держава Російську федера- 
цію жодним чином не звинувачує за геноцид 1932- 


- 1933 років. Режиму й держави, яка скоїла цей злочин 


проти людства, сьогодні не існує. Тому закон про 
геноцид через 73 роки після голодомору не повинен 
негативно впливати на стосунки між Москвою та 
Києвом, а навпаки. Тобто, Україна бажає лише 
донести світові правду про трагедію і більше нічого. 
Це єдиний борг, сплати якого жертви, тодішнього 
голоду вимагають від нинішнього покоління. 

Голодомор в Україні досі за геноцид визнало близько 
десяти держав. Серед них i США. До цієї десятки цими 
днями приєднався також польський сейм (парламент), 
який спеціальною постановою підтримав Віктора 
Ющенка та його закон про геноцид. 


та Нового року, складаю 
найщиріші побажання 
святому Синодові 
Української Католицької 
Церкви, Всесвітлішим i 
Преподобним Отцям, 
Монашеству та Сестрам, 


усім боголюбивим Вірним 
Едмонтонської Єпархії та всьому 
Українському народові. 


Всесв. Василь Гупало 


Христос Раждається! 
Славім Його! 


З нагоди Різдва Христового 


Адміністратор Едмонтонської Єпархії 
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З радісним днем Христового Різдва бажаємо 
всім нашим клієнтам, працівникам та цілому 
українському суспільству веселих Свят 
а з Новим Роком всього найкращого.. 
ХРИСТОС РАЖДАЄТЬСЯ! 


Dr. Christine Fialka-Eshenko 


FAMILY DENTIST 
#101, 10910 - 105 Ave 
Edmonton, AB T5H 0L3 
Tel.: 420-1510 


Beceaux Ceam 
Різдва 
Христового 
та 
Щасливого 


Нового Року 


Sacrengiire столи... 


Українському народові в Діяспорі та Україні, українським 
Церквам, церковним, громадським і політичним 
організаціям та нашому членству і прихильникам 
бажають 
Організації Українського Державницького Фронту при 
Домі Української Молоді в Едмонтоні 


З НАГОДИ 
Свят Різдва Христового та Нового Року 

складаємо найщиріші побажання Ієрархам, 
Отцям Духовним, зарядам відділів Братства 

і всім членам. Вітаємо Централю Українців 

Католиків та складові Організації 
i. всю Українську Громаду. 

Верховна Управа Братства Св. Миколая 


ж жом 


A WISH for Peace and Happiness at this 
Christmas Season and throughout the New Year 
to our members and the Ukrainian Community. 


UKRAINIAN 
MUTUAL 


Benefit Association 
of St. Nicholas of Canada. 


УКРАЇНСЬКЕ ЗАПОМОГОВЕ БРАТСТВО 
СВ. МИКОЛАЯ В КАНАДІ 
804 Selkirk Avenue, Winnipeg, Manitoba R2W 2N6 
Ph: 582-4882 


Christ is born! 
May we glorify Him! 


ЦИ the approaching Feast of the Nativ- 
ity of Christ and the 
New Year, I extend my best 
wishes to the holy Synod 
of the Ukrainian Catholic 
Hierarchy, Reverend 
Fathers, Brothers and 
Sisters, all the God-loving 
Faithful of our Eparchy 
and all the Ukrainian people. 
Oo 
Very Rev. William Hupalo 
Administrator of the Eparchy of Edmonton 


ХРИСТОС РАЖДАЄТЬСЯ! 
Веселих Свят та 
Щасливого Нового Року! 
Season's Greetings 
ee from 
ST. PETRO MOHYLA INSTITUTE 


A Ukrainian Orthodox Students' Residence 


‘Ensuring Our Future Through Commitment to Youth” 
Ron Trischuk - Executive 
Director 


1240 Temperance St., Saskatoon, SK S7N ОРІ 
Tel.: (306) 653-1944 Fax: (306) 653-1902 Res.: (306) 244-9184 
E-mail: mohyla@sasktel.net 


Stephen Senyk - Chairman 


We, at Ukrainian News, would like to take this opportunity to 


thank the many businesses and people who have supported us 
in so many ways throughout 2006. To our readers, donors, 
advertisers and contributing writers we offer our sincere 
thanks. May you all have a very Merry Christmas and be 
blessed with health and prosperity in the New Year. 


CHRIST IS BORN! 
Editor and Staff of Ukrainian News 


ХРИСТОС РАЖДАЄТЬСЯ! 


Усім нашим шановним читачам, 
жертводавцям, підприємцям які 
підтримують нас своїми 
оголошеннями та прихильникам 
пересилаємо найщиріші 
побажання радісних свят 
Христового Різдва та кріпкого 
здоров'я й успіхів в Новому Році. 
Видавець та працівники 
редакції «Українських Вістей» 


OF UKRAINIAN STUDIES 


КУРСИ УКРАЇНОЗНАВСТВА ім. 
ІВАНА ФРАНКА 


10611-110 Avenue, Edmonton, АВ TSH 2W9 


Засновані в 1956 


Шановна українська громадо! 

Сердечно вітаємо Вас з наступаючим Різдвом Христовим 
і Новим Роком! Нехай новонародженний Ісус 
благословляє Вас любов'ю, здоров'ям і миром, а Новий 
рік засіється достатком і благополуччям у вашій родині. 
Бажаємо Вам щастя на многії літа. Веселих свят! 

Христос Рождається! 

З найкращими побажаннями директор, 

вчителі, батьки та учні Курсів Українознавства. 


« затвердженна Міністерством Освіти Альберти 
« україномовні лекції 
. 
. 


4-річна програма навчання 
викладає предмети: українську мову, літературу, історію, 
географію, культуру 

© подає кредити за українознавство 10, 20, 30 

« професійні вчителі 
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15 років тому не стало СРСР 


Тетяна Ярмощук, Радіо Свобода 

Київ, 8 грудня 2006- -15 років тому у Біловезькій 
пущі тодішні керівники України, Росії та Білорусі 
підписали документ, який засвідчив розвал Союзу 
Радянських Соціалістичних Республік. Під Біло- 
везькими угодами підписалися Леонід Кравчук, 
Борис Єльцин та Станіслав Шушкевич. 

Підписанню Біловезької угоди в Україні передував 
референдум, який підтвердив Акт проголошення 
незалежності. За це проголосували понад 90% ви- 
борців. Проти - сім з половиною. Тоді ж одночасно 
обирали і першого Президента України. Ним став 
тодішній голова Верховної Ради Леонід Кравчук. 

Підписання Біловезьких угод - це правильний 
крок, альтернатив якому немає. Так Леонід Кравчук 
охарактеризував ті події в інтерв'ю Радіо Свобода: 
«У мене було дуже багато надій, дуже багато 
щасливих думок. Я був переконаний, що Україна 
стане не тільки незалежною, але і багатою та демо- 
кратично. Якби довелося це повторити, я б це пов- 
торив і зараз, тому що альтернативи для свободи i 
незалежності ще ніхто не придумав. А те, що люди, 
які приходять до влади, не можуть скористатися тим, 
що надала їм шанс історія - то це вина не неза- 
лежності і не свободи, а вина людей». 

Розвал СРСР був закономірним, каже соціаліст 


Іван Бокий, однак додає, що з самого початку Укра- 


їна обрала неправильну модель економічного 
розвитку. 

«Помилок більш, ніж потрібно було зроблено. І 
більш, ніж можна було їх собі уявити. Було вибрано 
неправильну модель економічного розвитку з самого 
початку. Наклався ще розрив економічних зв'язків 
з колишніми союзними республіками. Сама еконо- 
міка України розвивалася, як мілітарна - 6095 стано- 
вив обороннопромисловий комплекс, який в умовах 
незалежної України виявився непотрібним. І Україна 
тепер виборсується із цієї кризи шляхами, які давно 
пройдені країнами Європи, та й не тільки Європи», 
— зазначив Їван Бокий в інтерв'ю Радіо Свобода. 

Бютівець Володимир Яворівський каже, що 
сьогоднішній день для нього, після дня народження 
та дня одруження, є найважливішим: 

«Спершу, навіть не вірилося, що вона (держава) 
завалилася назавжди. Але це все одно, один із най- 
кращих днів у моєму житті. Аж не віриться, що це 
все відбулося тоді у Біловезькій пущі так швидко і 
просто. Очевидно, і Божа рука прокляла цю страшну 
державу за стільки величезних гріхів, що вона закін- 
чилася так швидко, так безславно, але без крові». 

За останніми опитуванням Київського міжнарод- 
ного інституту соціології, за 15 років незалежності 
України кількість прихильників суверенітету країни 
скоротилася на 11%. 


Не допустити розпаду СРСР було 
неможливо, вважає Шушкевіч 


Валерій Каліновський, Радіо Свобода 

Колишній голова Верховної Ради Білорусі 72- 
річний Станіслав Шушкевіч, який 15 років був одним 
з авторів Біловезької угоди про розпуск СРСР, досі 
залишається у політиці. Він є головою Білоруської 
соціал-демократичної партії «Грамада». 

Станіслав Шушкевіч переконаний, що не допус- 
тити розпаду СРСР було неможливо, бо такої країни 
у грудні 1991 року вже не існувало. 

«Путч, серпневий путч, остаточно зруйнував Ра- 
дянський Союз, а ті заходи, які робив Горбачов, вони 
не відповідали нормальному розумінню, що таке 
держава і що має бути. Тому ми просто констатували 
факт того, що відбулося». 

Зараз у державних ЗМІ Білорусі багато носталь- 
гійних передач, в яких позитивно згадується СРСР. 
Пан Шушкевіч каже, що ніколи не шкодував про те, 
що було зроблено 15 років тому у Біловезький пущі. 
«Щодо мене, то я лише пишаюся тим, що відбулося. 
Я вважав це найважливішою подією у своєму житті 
- те, що A підписав Біловезьку угоду. Тепер же такою 
подією я вважаю виведення ядерної зброї з території 
Білорусі. Подивіться на теперішню владу в Білорусі, 
на те, як подібний Лукашенка на Кім Чен Гра. Це 


одного поля ягоди». 

Te, що відбулося після Біловезьких угод у Біло- 
русі, пан Шушкевіч вважає певною несподіванкою, 
яка була народжена силами, що були проти 
Біловезької угоди. У 1996 році вище керівництво 
Росії підписало індульгенцію А. Лукашенку, каже 
С. Шушкевіч. І тепер Росія стала оплотом диктатур 
на пострадянському просторі: 

«Нам це було відоме й раніше. Росія увесь час така 
і є. Але добре було б, щоб вона замкнулася в цій 
справі на себе. У неї вистачає автономій». 

Багато краще ситуація розвивалася в Україні, 
переконаний пан Шушкевіч, який особисто 
знайомий зі всіма українськими президентами. 

«Україна - країна більш високої політичної куль- 
тури. Вона показала головне - передачу влади. Мож- 
на по-різному ставитися до Кравчука, Кучми, 
Ющенка, але влада передавалася згідно з підсумками 
виборів. Народ керував цим. У Білорусі ж, дякуючи 
Росії, зберігається все та ж проросійська влада». 

Але Станіслав Шушкевіч оптимістичний щодо 
демократичного майбутнього Білорусі, тому що, за 
його словами, авторитарна держава безперспек- 
тивна, а командна економіка безплідна. 


Тимошенко дотиснула Черновецького 


(Українська правда/Ліга)-- 
Блок Юлії Тимошенко не збира- 
ється розблоковувати трибуну в 
Київраді. 

Про це 12 грудня журналістам 
заявила лідер БЮТ Юлія Тимо- 
шенко. 


тарифів удвічі. 


Крім того, зазначила вона, Чер- 
новецький погодився і на прий- това була "піти на компроміси" і 
няття за основу рішення про про-- 
даж землі на аукціонах, 1, відпо- 


Києва погодився прийняти рішен- тільки не погодилася, а й від- 
ня про зменшення коефіцієнта хилилавсі ці рішення", - підкрес-- 


лила Тимошенко. ; 
Вона додала, що опозиція го- 


пропонувала створити три робочі 
групи - по тарифах, аукціонах і 


подорож на Україну що року 


КРЕДИТОВА СПІЛКА СОЮЗ 


SO- 


Бажає Вам 


Веселих Свят Різдва Христового 


Та 
Щасливого Нового Року 


Aime 


Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year 
From 


Вона підкреслила, що таке pi— 
шення було прийняте після кон- 
сультацій з мером столиці Леоні- 
дом Черновецьким, а також біль-- 
шістю в Київраді. 

Тимошенко зазначила, що мер 


дилася їх прийняти. 


відно, на створення робочої групи, 
котра доопрацювала б це питання. 

За словами лідера БЮТ, усі ці 
питання мер виніс на обговорення 
більшості в Київраді, яка не пого-- 
"Більшість не 


власності - і провести сесію за 
тиждень". 

Але навіть на це більшість не 
погодилася. 

Тимошенко відзначила, що її 
здивувало те, що "ситуацією 
керує не мер, а його родина, адже 
саме присутні на переговорах син, 
зять, брат дружини Л. Черно- 
вецького керують ситуацією". 

"Київрадою керує родина, котра 
вважає, що земля, банки - це їхня 
власність"), - підкреслила вона. 

Лідер БЮТ додала, що опозиція 
- Блок Юлії Тимошенко, "Наша 
Україна" та Блок Віталія Кличка 
— не розблокує роботу Київради, 
більше того, вони проаналізують 
питання щодо землі, поставлені на 
сьогоднішню сесію, і сьогодні 
"покажуть, за якою ділянкою 
який депутат стоїть". 

Крім того, Тимошенко заявила, 
що блокувати роботу Київради 
вони будуть доти, "доки в Київ- 
раду не повернеться чесність 1 не 
народяться документи, котрі 
обіцяв перед виборами Черно-- 
вецький". 
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Hungarians honour Yaremko 


for 1956 refug 


(UkrNews/HCF)— Denes Tomaj, 
Ambassador of Hungary, decorated 
Ontario’s first Ukrainian-origin 
cabinet minister, John Yaremko with 
the Officers Cross of the Order of 
Hungary, the highest recognition 
that a non-Hungarian citizen can re- 
ceive from the Republic of Hungary 
at a special ‘Thank You Canada’ din- 
ner held on Oct. 29 in Toronto. 

Yaremko was also awarded com- 
memorative medallions by the Hun- 
garian-Canadian Forum representing 
all Hungarian-Canadians for his ex- 
traordinary work and help with the 
admission of some 38,000 Hungar- 
ian refugees to Canada following the 
Hungarian Revolution in 1956. 

In his moving acceptance speech 
Yaremko recalled those tumultuous 
days in 1956 and expressed his deep 
gratitude to the Hungarian commu- 
nity and to the state of Hungary for 
both the special evening and the 
high honours given to him. 

Yaremko was the special guest of 
honour at this event, which was or- 
ganized by the Hungarian Canadian 
Forum, a collective of 37 Hungar- 
ian-oriented organizations coast to 
coast. 

Fifty years ago, Canadians opened 
their homes and hearts to thousands 
of refugees who fled Hungary after 
its valiant uprising against the tyr- 
anny of its puppet government. 

The dinner was held to com- 
memorate and celebrate the Hungar- 
ians who both died fighting and 


John Yaremko (left foreground) meets Hungarian refuges in 1956. 


those who were welcomed to 
Canada and the start of a new life in 
freedom. 

In late 1956, Yaremko, MPP from 
1951-1975, and cabinet minister 


from 1958-1974, traveled to Austria 
on behalf of the government of 
Ontario along with federal Immigra- 
tion Minister Jack Pickergill to help 
the refugees settle in Canada. 


Diachuk receives Stars of Alberta award 


(UkrNews)— Ukrainian Canadian 
Social Services President Bill 
Diachuk was among the six recipi- 
ents of the prestigious Stars of 
Alberta awards handed out at the 
Royal Alberta Museum, Dec. 5 

These awards are presented by the 
Wild Rose Foundation to honour in- 
dividuals who are nominated by 
community organizations and fellow 
community members for their ex- 
traordinary volunteer contributions. 

Anyone whose volunteer efforts 
have played a significant role dur- 
ing the person’s lifetime and is a 
current resident of Alberta is eligible 
to receive an award. Six awards are 
presented annually, two in each of 
three categories of youth, adult and 
senior. 

As part of a ten-year initiative, re- 
cipients of the Stars of Alberta Vol- 
unteer Awards will be inducted into 
Alberta’s Volunteer Wall of Fame 


located in the Pedway Mall of Gov- 
ernment Centre in Edmonton. The 
Volunteer Wall of Fame was un- 
veiled on Dec. 5, 2001 as a lasting 
legacy to 2001 International Year of 
Volunteers. 

In choosing Diachuk, who was 
nominated by Ivanna Szewezuk, 
Ukrainian Canadian Social Services, 
in the Senior category, the Wild 
Rose Foundation noted that: 

“Bill has an ability to recognize a 
need and has a commitment to get- 
ting things done which has led to a 
lifetime of volunteer activities. He 
currently devotes his time to vari- 
ous community organizations 
throughout the Edmonton region, 
but also takes part in planning and 
implementing community develop- 
ment overseas (Brazil, Bosnia, 
Ukraine). As President of the Ukrai- 
nian Canadian Social Services, he 
volunteers most of his time helping 


PHOTO — MARY ZOLNER 


Oliie and Bill Diachuk with the award. 


new immigrants to establish their 
life in Canada. Thanks to his efforts 
and tireless work the agency was 
able to help over a hundred families 
from the war torn Bosnia to success- 
fully move and settle in Edmonton. 
Mr. Diachuk also serves as a presi- 
dent of the Bishop Budka Charitable 
Society and is a chief organizer of 
fundraising events for projects over- 
seas. Bill is a founding member and 
a devoted volunteer of the Knights 
of Columbus Father Dydyk and Fa- 
ther Hannas Councils and Bishop 
Demetrius M. Greschuk Assembly.” 

Diachuk represented Edmonton- 
Beverly-Clareview as MLA from 
1971 to 1986, and served as a min- 
ister of workers health, safety and 
compensation. 

Other recipients included Elsie 
Yanik in the Seniors category, 
Marion Rex and Paulette Patterson 
in the Adult and Jenna Habib and 
Chase McMurren in the Youth. 


17 


ХРИСТОС РАЖДАЄТЬСЯ! 
LIQUOR EXPRESS 


SPIRITS * WINE * BEER 


James Boyko 


12727 - 50th Street 12625 - 153 Avenue 
Edmonton, AB T5A 4L8 Edmonton, AB T5X 5X8 


Tel/Fax: (780) 473-0957 Tel/Fax: (780) 473-2155 


email: liquor-express@hotmail.com 


Featuring Slava Ultra Premium Vodka. As well as other “Ukraine Invasion” qual- 
ity products including: Zirkova Imported Vodka, Lvivske Premium Lager, Slavutich 
Premium Beer and Krimsekt Sparkling Wines — all imported from Ukraine. 


Home of the Ukrainian Community Council 


Delton Branch 496-2338 servuscu.ca 


servus 


S credit union 


WATER SYSTEMS 


MERRY CHRISTMAS AND 
A HAPPY NEW YEAR! 


feel good about your money. 


ВЕСЕЛИХ СВЯТ ТА 
ЩАСЛИВОГО НОВОГО РОКУ! 


447-2222 


FAX: 447-1984 З 
ALTA. TOLL FREE PHONE: 1-800-232-7385 
www.wilbert.ca<htip://www.wilbert.ca> 


є 


We carry a complete supply of accessories 


SEWAGE SYSTEMS _ 
FOR FARMS, ACREAGES 
AND SUBURBAN HOMES 


- SEPTIC TANKS 
+ HOLDING TANKS 
- PUMPS 


16910 - 129 Ave., Edmonton 


Ukrainian 


Canadi 


an 


ARCHIVES & MUSEUM 


OF ALBERTA 


Христос 
Раждається 


UNITY : 


At this special time of year, the Ukrainian Canadian Archives 
and Museum of Alberta thanks you for your ongoing support 
and wishes you a Merry Christmas. May God bless you and 


yours with health and happiness throughout 2007! 


STRENGTH - DEDICATION 


www.ucama.com UCAMA is a registered non-profit organization (# 13246 5568 RR 0001) 


Ukrainian Professional апа Business 
Association of Edmonton 

#1, 12227 - 107 Ave, Edmonton, T5M 1Y9 
Tel: (780) 488-3693, Fax: (780) 488-3859, 
E-mail: ukrnews @interbaun.com 


ХРИСТОС РАЖДАЄТЬСЯ! 
Веселих Свят та Щасливого Нового Року. 


er oa oe 


Wishing you health and happiness this 
holiday season and throughout 


the coming year. 


Edmonton Granite Метопаїз 
BGM 


personalized designs 


serving Albertans with dignity 


for over 36 years 


MONUMENT BUILDERS 


OF NORTH AMERICA 


Honour Your Family 
with a 
Work of Art 


Such monuments are available 
in various designs, styles and 
types of granite. 

All professionally manufactured 
in any price range that 
you may choose. 


Courtesy Car е Senior Citizen Discounts е Pre-Need Arrangements 


OPEN: Mon.-Sat.. 8:00 - 5:00 


11023 - 97 St. Edmonton, Alberta TSH 2N1 Ph: 425-6311; 425-6320 


LAWYERS 


AHBOKATHM 


BRODA & COMPANY 


BARRISTERS AND SOL/IC/TORS 


lhor Broda 


13723 - 93 Street, Edmonton, AB T5E 5V6 


DOCTORS 


Ph.: (780) 456-9330 


ДОКТОРИ 


Dr. BORYS HOSHOWSKY 
specializing in diseases of the EAR, NOSE & THROAT 


Appointment by referral 


Suite #101, 8330 Fairmount Drive S.E., Calgary, AB 


DENTISTS 
HEHTMCTU 


Dr. C. Fialka- 


ile 


Tel.: (403) 640-1199 


BS 


#110, 10910 - 105 Avenue 


Edmonton, AB T5H 0L3 


For appointments please call: 
(780) 420-1510 


Говоримо по-українському 


Frank А. Hol 


Edmonton, 


fom the co 


ef 


. Sonne 


The Edmonton Catholic Schoo! District 


DENTURISTS 
ДЕНТУРИСТИ 


HOLYK'S 


Eshenko | penTURE CLINIC LTD. 


Кк - Denturist 


12123 -54 Street 


AB T5W 3N4 


Phone: (780) 477-3674 
After Hrs: (780) 479-5008 


jp fv 
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з heartfelt greetings to all thi 


о пе 


jan Chiistian | 
gration of 


День прав 
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людини Ta 


український правозахисний рух 


Віталій Пономарьов, Радіо Свобода 

Декларація прав людини, ухвалена Генеральною 
Асамблеєю ООН 10 грудня 1948 року, називає виз- 
нання гідності та прав людини основою свободи. 
Натомість український правозахисний рух від само- 
го свого початку виходив з ідеї єдності прав особи i 
прав нації. 

У той час, коли Генеральна Асамблея ООН прого- 
лосувала Загальну декларацію прав людини, Ук- 
раїнська Повстанська Армія вела збройну боротьбу 
проти комуністичного режиму під гаслом «Воля 
народам, воля людині!». A через чверть століття 
саме права людини опинилися в центрі уваги 
українських дисидентів. 

Колишній політв'язень, член Української Гель- 
сінкської групи Йосип Зісельс зазначає: «Українці 
в період визвольної боротьби збройної у 30-их, 40- 
их, 50-их роках оперували більше правом нації на 
самовизначення, на відокремлення, на створення 
своєї держави. І за цією дуже важливою проблемою 
не розрізнялися права окремих людей. І те, що у 60- 
ті роки саме українські правозахисники, шістдесят- 
ники підняли цю тему, - це майже революційний 
крок. Це якісний перехід від права нації до права 
кожної окремої людини на всі компоненти свободи». 


Українська громадська група сприяння виконанню 
Гельсінкських угод, створена у Києві 9 листопада 
1976 року, проголосила своїм головним завданням 
оприлюднення фактів порушення прав людини в 
Україні. Група видала близько тридцяти меморан- 
думів та інформаційних бюлетенів, поширюючи їх 
також за кордонами СРСР. Врешті-решт усі члени 
Групи були ув'язнені, а Василь Стус, Олекса Тихий, 
Юрій Литвин і Валерій Марченко загинули у 
радянських концентраційних таборах. 

Наголошуючи на цілісності людських прав, 
українські правозахисники домагалися скасування 
смертної кари, звільнення політичних в'язнів та 
ліквідації цензури. Вони виходили з того, що значну 
частину власних прав особа може реалізувати тільки 
у своїй національній спільноті і тому пов'язували 
захист прав людини із боротьбою за права нації. 

Зі слів колишнього дисидента Василя Лісового: 
«У 60-ті роки дисидентський рух мав базовою 
основою своєю дві цінності - це цінність особистих 
прав, цінність людини, особи, і друга цінність - це 
цінність нації. Тому що утвердження самої нації, 
культурне і політичне, воно пов'язане з утверджен- 
ням гідності особистості. І тільки завдяки цьому 
можна утвердити і саму націю». 


закарпаття: сто національностей 
— CTO проблем 


Надія Петрів, Радіо Свобода 

Представники понад сотні 
різних національностей живуть 
сьогодні в Закарпатській області. 
Усі вони мають свої проблеми і 
бачать свої шляхи вирішення, Чи 
не найбільше турбують їх питання 
соціального захисту, збереження 
культурних традицій та розвиток 
освіти. 5 грудня про це говорили 
в Закарпатській облдержадмініс-- 
трації. Що обіцяв голова краю 
представникам нацменшин i як 
швидко їхні проблеми будуть 
вирішені? 

Українці, угорці, роми, румуни, 
росіяни, словаки, німці та євреї, 
поляки, вірмени, греки та біло- 
руси — це лише десята частина 3 
переліку нацменшин, які сьогодні 
живуть у Закарпатській області. 
Усі вони об'єднуються в націо- 
нально-культурні товариства й 
так відстоюють свої права. 

Керівники цих організацій 3yc— 
трілися з головою Закарпатської 
облдержадміністрації Олегом 
Гаваші й обговорили найболючіші 
проблеми. 

Приміром, ромів у першу чергу 
турбує питання створення ром- 
ського театру. Керівник товарис-- 
тва музичної культури циган 
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Закарпаття «Лаутарі» Вілмош 
Пап просить в обласної влади 
грошей на його створення. 

Однак не так просто надати 
кошти на театр, якого ще не існує, 
каже начальник управління 
культури Закарпатської облдерж-- 
адміністрації Юрій Глеба: « Для 
того ж, щоб сьогодні відкрити 
ромський театр, потрібно фінан- 
сування у масштабах лише 3apo— 
бітної плати в півмільйона гри- 
вень, і це He маючині приміщення, 
не маючи транспорту, комуніка- 
цій, а все інше? Це перше питання. 
Паралельно ставить свої питання 
й угорська громада про угорський 
театр, який уже існує, діє, і треба 
взяти й його і поставити питання 
про фінансування з обласного 
бюджету». 

Товариство польської культури 
потребує приміщення для своєї 
бібліотеки, а представники сло-- 
вацької нацменшини просять 
сприяти в обміні студентами між 
Україною та Словаччиною. 

Товариство русинів, яке очолює 
депутат Закарпатської обласної 
ради Євген Жупан, вкотре вимагає 
визнання -- і, відповідно, вик- 
ладання в школах русинською, 
створення русинського телеба- 


ТОНІНОНСОМИ 5 UOMO ' 


чення, радіо, газет. «Ми просимо 
влаштувати факультативи у шко-- 
лах, вирішити проблему навчання 
русинською мовою. Я в тому чис-- 
лі вважаю, що ми можемо від- 
крити русинський театр, якщо бу-- 
де на те добра воля і з місцевої 
влади будуть допомагати. Ми 
можемо відкрити Центр русиніс- 
тики й так далі», — каже Євген 
Жупан. 

Голова Закарпаття Олег Гаваші 
стверджує, що для нацменшин у 
регіоні робиться чимало. Лише 
цього року в Ужгороді відкрита 
школа зі словацькою та україн- 
ською мовами навчання і поглиб-- 
леним вивченням іноземних мов, 
угорськомовну гімназію. У Со- 
лотвині, що на Тячівщині, засно- 
ваний ліцей для румунів. На базі 
Ужгородського національного 
університету відкрита кафедри іс- 
торії Угорщини та євроінтеграції. 

Але все ще є потреба в коштах 
на розвиток нацменшин. Це 
питання також можна вирішити, 
переконаний Олег Гаваші: «Дій- 
сно, що ми б могли закласти фі- 
нансування у цілому на націо-- 
нально-культурні товариства. Але 
тепер є питання розподілу того 
фінансування, бо із годного 
рядка", якщо закласти кошти, ми 
потім можемо мати масу проблем: 
як ті кошти ділити? Чи виходити 
з кількості національно-куль- 
турних товариств, чи від кількості 
населення, яке є в процентному 
співвідношенні, й так далі. Тому 
якщо в цьому будуть пропозиції, 
то одним рядком можете гово- 
рити, щоб ми мали уявлення, над 
чим працювати». 

Самі закарпатці пишаються 
тим, що живуть у регіоні, де таке 
національне різнобарв'я. Та 
водночас вони зазначають, що між 
представниками різних націо- 
нальностей нерідко виникають 
конфлікти. Нерідко лідери однієї 
спільноти працюють окремо від 
іншої, навіть конкурують. 

Тому Олег Гаваші запропонував 
усі суперечливі питання вирі- 
шувати всередині організацій і 
лише по тому виносити їх на 
розгляд обласного керівництва. 
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Prof. Myroslaw Marynovych (center), the former political prisoner and current senior vice rector at the ипіуег- 
sity, is joined by (from the left) John Kurey, president of the Ukrainian Catholic Education Foundation; Dr. 
Daria Darewych; Rt. Rev. Eugene Halitsky, the pastor of Sts. Vladimir and Olga; and Dr. Jurij Darewych, 
academic advisor and former chair of the UCEF, Canada 


Dr. Dziubanowsky leaves 
$240,000 for Chair at UCU 


By Andrew Nynka 

In a Windsor church near the 
windswept banks of the Detroit 
River, Dr. Teodor Dziubanowsky 


prayed nearly every Sunday until he: 


died several years ago, at age 99. His 
friends and fellow parishioners gath- 
ered recently to memorialize the 
man who gave much of himself to 
the Catholic Church. 

On acold Sunday morning in Sts. 
Vladimir and Olga Ukrainian Catho- 
lic Church, parishioners remem- 
bered a deeply devoted man who 
was extraordinarily kind to others. 
But on that day they discovered 
something new about Dr. Dziuba- 
nowsky, a long-time parishioner of 
the church. 

When he died in December 2003, 
Dr. Dziubanowsky, who was prede- 
ceased by his wife by a year and 
daughter years earlier, left more than 
$240,000 to create the Dr. Teodor 
Dziubanowsky Chair at the Ukrainian 
Catholic University (UCU) in Lviv. 

“He lived for the Church,” Rt. 
Rev. Eugene Halitsky, the pastor of 
Sts. Vladimir and Olga, said of Dr. 
Dziubanowsky. The two men be- 
came friends not long after Rt. Rev. 
Halitsky moved to the parish in 1990 
from his previous home in Brazil. 

“Every time I saw him he wanted 
to know how the Church in Ukraine 
was doing,” Rt. Rev. Halitsky said, 
remembering the man who had a pri- 
vate medical practice in Windsor 
from 1951 to 1984. 

“Many Ukrainian families went to 
him because they trusted him. He 
was a very loving and caring per- 
son,” Rt. Rev. Halitsky said of Dr. 
Dziubanowsky. 

_ The announcement of the endow- 
ment, following a memorial church 
service in memory of Dr. Dziuba- 
nowsky, was made by the Ukrainian 
Catholic Education Foundation, 
Canada, on Dec. 3. Dozens of pa- 
rishioners packed the basement hall 
of the church to hear not only of Dr. 
Dziubanowsky, but also of the 
Ukrainian Catholic University and 
what the bequest means to the grow- 


ing school.- ; 

“He fully understood the mission 
of the Church, and the university’s 
role in helping to build that Church,” 
said Dr. Jurij Darewych, academic 
advisor and former chair of the 
UCEF, Canada. 

Parishioners also heard about the 
university’s most recent successes 
from Prof. Myroslay Marynovych, 
the former political prisoner and cur- 
rent senior vice rector at the univer- 
sity, who attended the event on be- 
half of the UCU. 

The decision regarding who will 
occupy the Dr. Teodor Dziubanow- 
sky Chair, or even what subject mat- 
ter the chair will focus on, has not yet 
been decided, Dr. Darewych said. 

In fact, Dr. Dziubanowsky left the 
money to create the Dr. Teodor 
Dziubanowsky Endowment Fund at 
UCEF, Canada, which will be used 
to support the chair. The idea of the 
endowed chair was decided upon by 
the university’s trustees in coopera- 
tion with UCU, said Lada Dare- 
wych, administrative director of the 
UCEF, Canada. 

Dr. Dziubanowsky was a re- 
spected member of the Ukrainian 
community in Windsor, and he and 
his wife, Olha, were long-timer pa- 
rishioners of the church. 

Born in the Ternopil region of 
Ukraine on Sept. 9, 1904, Dr. 
Dziubanowsky received his medical 
training in Poland and briefly prac- 
ticed medicine in Ukraine before 
serving as a physician in the Ukrai- 
nian National Army, 158 Division. 

After World War П, Dr. Dziuba- 
nowsky immigrated to Canada, 
where he received his Canadian 
medical certification. 

Nearing his death, Dr. Dziuba- 
nowsky lost his sight, but still 
wanted to attend church regularly, 
said Lubow Manley, a friend who 
often drove the doctor to church on 
Sundays. 

“T was a teacher, but I learned а 
lot from him,” Manley said. 

Further information about the 
UCU in English and Ukrainian is 


Communists issue ultimatum 


(RFE/RL)—The Communist Party of Ukraine (KPU) has presented its part- 
ners in the ruling coalition, the Party of Regions and the Socialist Party, 
witha “political ultimatum,” the “Ukrayinska ргауда" website reported on 
Dec. 9, quoting Leonid Hrach, head of the KPU’s Crimean branch. Accord- 
ing to Hrach, a meeting of the KPU Central Committee on Dec. 9 con- 
cluded that the KPU’s ruling coalition partners do not fulfill coalition com- 
mitments as regards government appointments and other issues. In particu- 
lar, Hrach mentioned the Socialists’ recent support for a bill defining the 
1932-33 famine in Ukraine as genocide. Hrach warned that the KPU may 
leave the ruling coalition if its partners fail “to correct their mistakes.” 


available on the university’s website 
at www.ucu.edu.ua. Readers may 
also contact the Ukrainian Catholic 
Education Foundation, Canada, at 
265 Bering Ave., Toronto, ON, M8Z 
ЗАЗ. The website 15 www.ucef.ca. 
Readers may also contact the UCEF, 
Canada, by phone (416) 239-2495, 
or e-mail ucef@ucef.ca. 
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"May the Christmas Season 
bring peace and happiness. 
Wishing everyone 
a Merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year!" 
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Ph: 1-800-463-1194 


SUITE 316 CAPITAL PLACE, 9707-110 STREET, EDMONTON, ALBERTATSK 219 


М. SENIUK, С.А. 


TEL: (780) 482-3431; КАХ: (780) 488-5710 


ХРИСТОС РАЖДАЄТЬСЯ! 
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Padicnuk Свят вед Христового 
та Щасливого Нового Року! 


UKRAINIAN PYSANKA FESTIVAL 2007 
VEGREVILLE, JULY 6, 7, 8, 


» Ukrainian Dance, Musical, Language Competitions 
» Alberta Ukrainian Band Showcase 

» Ukrainian Professional Grandstands 

г Yarmarok Trade Show, Folk Art Displays 

» Two Evening Dances and Cabaret 

» Trace Your Ukrainian Roots Program 

» Pioneer Demonstrations 

- Korchma (Beer Garden) 

¢ Ukrainian Food and Others 

¢ Pioneer Family Recognition 

¢ Ukrainian Music Hall of Honour Recognition 
г Children's Petting Zoo and Rides 


Vegreville Cultural Association 
Box 908, Vegreville, Alberta T9C 151; Ph./Fax: (780) 632-2777 
Website: http://www.vegrevillefestival.ca 
Email: vegrevillefestival@ telusplanet.net 


eo ae fee ae Славімо Його! 
Christmas greetings and best wishes 
for a joyful and bountiful New Year! 


From the director and staff at the 
Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies 


Найщиріші Різдвяні вітання та 


Новорічні побажання! 


Від директора та співробітників 
Канадського інституту українських студій 


Ukrainian Genealogy 


by John D. Pihach 


John D. Pihach's Ukrainian Genealogy is a guide to tracing one’s Ukrainian 
ancestry in Europe. Consideration is also given to North American records 
that are specifically Ukrainian or relate to the immigrant experience. Becaus 
the overwhelming majority of people of Ukrainian origin in Canada and the 
United States have roots in western Ukraine or southeastern Poland, the 
guide concentrates on the resources of those regions. 


New from CIUS Press cloth: $54.95 / paper: $34.95 


John р. Pika ch 


If you would like to order publications, receive our newsletter, be informed of CIUS sponsored events, or make 
a donation to support our work, please contact us at: 


Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies 


450 Athabasca Hall 
University of Alberta 
Edmonton, AB T6G 2E8 Canada 


Tel: 780.492.2972 Fax: 780.492.4967 
E-mail: cius@ualberta.ca; www.cius.ca 
Gifts to CIUS are tax deductible in both 
Canada and the United States 


Book orders can also be placed via the secure CIUS Press online ordering system at www.utoronto.ca/cius 
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JANICE SARICH 
Trustee - Ward 2 


Edmonton Catholic School Board 
Member of St. Basil's Parish 


Ph: (780) 476.9716 Fax: (780) 476.9521 
Email: janicesarich@shaw.ca 


Wishing you a Merry Christmas and 
the very best throughout the New Year! 


INKY MARK 
Member of Parliament 
Dauphin-Swan River-Marquette 


Telephon: (613) 992-3176 Fax: (613) 992-0930 
Email: marki@parl.ge.ca Web site: www.inkymark.com 
<http://www.inkymark.com> 


WISHING YOU A VERY MERRY 
CHRISTMAS & HAPPY NEW YEAR. 


Karen Leibovici 
Councillor, Ward 1 


2nd Floor, 

1 Sir Winston Churchill Sq., 
Edmonton, AB T5J 2R7 

Phone: 496-8120 Fax: 496-8113 
Email: karen.leibovici@edmonton.ca 


Христос Раждається! 
Merry Christmas! 


ED GIBBONS 


COUNCILLOR 
THE CITY OF EDMONTON 


By Halhya Wilson 

The Holodomor Commemoration, organized by the 
Calgary Branch of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress, 
was held on Novy. 25 in the lower hall of St. Viadimir’s 
Ukrainian Orthodox Cultural Centre, due to freezing 
temperatures. Without windows and subdued lights, the 
ceremony became very ominous and deeply moving 
while images of the victims of the Holodomor and 
monuments built in their honour flashed from a 
powerpoint presentation prepared by Borys Sydoruk 
of UCCLA. 

The Korinnya Folk Ensemble, under the direction of 
Cathy Lebedovich opened the ceremony singing three 
songs including ““Stepom and Zhuravli”. Reverend Fa- 
ther Serhij Harahuts of the Assumption of our Blessed 
Mary Ukrainian Catholic Church conducted a memo- 
rial service for the lives lost during the Ukrainian 
Holodomor. Dana Murynka and Daria Storashchyk of 
Plast sang Otche Nash. The event was MC’d by Ro- 
man Brytan of World FM, who emphasized that the 
word Holodomor had now become a lexicon in the En- 
glish language. He introduced each group as they placed 
wreaths on the altar in reverence of those lives lost in 
one of the greatest tragedies in Ukrainian history, while 
the Slava Chamber Choir sang Taras Shevchenko’s 
Dumy Moyee under the direction of Elena Shcherbyna- 
Baker. Wreathes were placed by Maria Holynska a sur- 
vivor from Ukraine of the Famine and all the Ukrai- 
nian organizations, churches, schools and dance groups 
of Calgary. Slava Chamber Choir also premiered a new 
and very appropriate song for the occasion, 
“Promishliayou Strashnyj Делі" Contemplating a Ter- 
rible Day, composed by Archanhelshkyj, about a man 
about to meet God and having to answer for his deeds. 
Jordan Trechka performed an expressive modern dance 
to the haunting sounds of the violin played by Adriana 
Lebedovich depicting the pain and terror inflicted on 
the Ukrainians in the years of 1932 and 1933. 

Guest Speaker, Dr. David Marples, spoke of the Fam- 
ine remaining a state secret for 54 years - a tragedy 
that escaped world attention because of its deliberate 
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concealment by the soviet regime under Josef Stalin 
and by his successors. 

“Paradoxically perhaps, it was revealed in Dec 1987 
by the then party leader in Ukraine Volodymyr 
Shcherbitsky and it often puzzled academics like my- 
self why, of all people, he chose to tell at least some- 
thing of the truth about the Famine at that time,” 
Marples said. 

“The answer emerged just a few years later in some 
very frank articles in the Ukrainian media when one 
scholar noted that the reason why Shcherbitsky chose 
that moment that the U.S. Commission on the Ukraine 
famine was about to release its findings based on thou- 
sands of memoirs of victims of the famine and in order 
to prevent the US being the first to reveal the informa- 
tion about the Ukrainian famine Mikhail Gorbachev 
permitted the Ukrainian Party Secretary to do it first. 
Since that has happened we have learned much, much 
more and I think a certain tribute has to be paid to the 
late James E. Mace one of the pioneers of research on 
the Ukraine Famine who died prematurely in Kyiv, in 
May 2004.” 

Dr. Marples as a historian continued describing in 
chronological order the events of the Holodomor. 

Member of Parliament, Wayne Cao and Barry 
Erskine, from the City of Calgary expressed respect 
and their personal perspective regarding the famine, as 
did the representative from Deepak Obhrai’s office. City 
Councilor Rick McIvor was present as was a represen- 
tative from the Cambodian community. Mychailo 
Шпуску, President of Calgary’s UCC thanked those 
present for attending and supporting a cause he him- 
self is very passionate about, calling the last Saturday 
of November our “Remembrance Day” and inviting 
every one attending to go forth and inform the rest of 
the world and those, who still do not know, of the Ukrai- 
nian Holodomor. 

The commemoration ended as in previous years with 
the serving of a cold lunch “kholodnyj obid” prepared 
by Marusia Shysh and served by the Ukrainian 
Women’s League of Canada. 


Klees: Genocide of 1932 genocide failed to 


2nd Floor, City Hall 

1 Sir Winston Churchill Square 
Edmonton, Alberta T5J 287 

Ph (780) 496-8138 Fax (780) 496-8113 
Email ed.gibbons@edmonton.ca 
Website www.edmonton.ca 


crush the freedom-loving Ukrainian people 


(Frank Klees Office)—Oak 
Ridges MPP Frank Klees, the 
Ontario PC Education and Citizen- 
ship & Immigration Critic on Dec. 
5 made the following statement in 
the Legislature on the anniversary 


Counce, TA Ratriarn 


FOR THE 


GRtCS 


Register TODAY in the Art Workshops of your choice! 


Iconography by Marianna Savaryn — 
6 Wednesdays (7-10 pm) starting Jan. 10 $250 


Watercolours #1 by Larisa Sembaliuk Cheladyn — 


Sat., Feb. 17 (10am-3pm) $50 
Pysanky writing by Eva Tomiuk - 


2 Thursdays (7-9:30 pm) starting Mar. 8 $32 


Embroidered greeting card by Joyce Sirski-Howell & Cheryl Semeniuk - 
2 Thurs. (7-9:30 pm) starting April 19 $25 


“Walk-in and Weave” by Elizabeth Holinaty - 


Thursday, May 3 (6:30-9:30 pm) $30 


Watercolours #2 by Valeriy Semenko - 


Mon.-Wed., June 4, 5, & 6 (6:30-9:30 pm) $105 


All classes at the Ukrainian Bookstore in Edmonton. 


Alberta Council for the Ukrainian Arts 
207 - 11803 - 125 Street, Edmonton, AB T5L 051 28. 


Ph.: (780) 488-8558 


Fax: (780) 488-8688 


email: acua@telus.net 


of the Ukrainian Genocide of 1932: 

“Mr. Speaker, I rise to commemo- 
rate the anniversary of the Ukrainian 
genocide of 1932 known as the 
“Holodomor.’ 

“This genocide was to be for 
Ukrainians what the Holocaust was 
for the Jews and the Genocide of 
1915 was for the Armenians: a trag- 
edy of unfathomable proportions 
that traumatized the nation, leaving 
it with deep social, psychological, 
political and demographic scars that 
Ukraine bears to this day. 

“Stalin himself is reported to have 
said, “No one can deny that the to- 
tal Ukrainian yield of grain in 1932 
was larger than in 1931.” And yet, 


about 10 million Ukrainians died 
that year of a man-made famine as 
the Communist state made its failed 
attempt to crush the freedom-loving 
Ukrainian people 

“On behalf of the Leader of the 
Official Opposition, John Tory and 
the entire PC Caucus, I extend our 
sincere condolences to the Ukrainian 
President Viktor Yushchenko, whose 
own relatives were victims of that 
genocide. And І extend our deepest 
sympathies to the Ukrainian Cana- 
dian Congress, and to the world- 
wide Ukrainian community on this 
tragic anniversary. May the memory 
of the victims of the Holodomor be 
eternal. Slava Ukrayini!” 


UWC offers assistance for 75th 
anniversary Holodomor observances 


(UWC)—In a letter to Ukraine’s Presidential Secretariat and the Insti- 
tute of National Memory, the UWC has offered assistance in the imple- 
mentation of Ukraine’s recently passed “Holodomor was Genocide against 
the Ukrainian People “ resolution. 

In its letter the UWC informed the Chief of the Presidential Secretariat 
Victor Baloha and the Chair of the Institute of National Memory Thor 
Yukhnovsky that for more than five years the UWC has been working 
through its member central organizations on foreign parliaments enact- 
ing resolutions condemning Ukraine’s Great Famine of 1932-33 as Geno- 
cide and that a model resolution is available in English, Spanish, and 
Portuguese. 

Further, the letter advises that in addition to the already adopted legis- 
lation in eight or nine countries, serious efforts are being made by many 
other Ukrainian Diaspora communities to have their parliaments pass such 
resolutions by the 75th anniversary. 

Additionally in the letter, the UWC offers Diaspora’s assistance in pro- 
viding archival material, witness testimony as well as helping to fund the 
Memorial complex to be opened by the 75th anniversary observances in 
Kyiv which is specifically referred to in the recently passed resolution 
and which in the opinion of the UWC is its most tangible section requir- 
ing immediate attention. 

Several years back, long before the Memorial discussions within 
Ukraine’s Presidential administration, the government, the parliament and 
the Kyiv State Administration which have delayed this project several 
years, in a letter to Ukraine’s then President Kuchma, the UWC had of- 
fered to construct at the Diaspora’s cost and expense, a suitable Holodomor 
Monument in Kyiv. 

The UWC has never revoked this offer and stands willing today to 
facilitate and expedite this long overdue project. 


Ukrainian Мемуз/Українські вісті, Dec. 13 - 26, 2006, 12 -26 грудня, 2006 


Slava Chamber Choir. 


Calgary holds Ukrainian Festival of Carols 


By Liz (Olha) Wilson, UCPBA Calgary 

It was a true Christmas concert, a little bit of every- 
thing, just like the good old days — except that each 
act was polished, professional and presented with 
aplomb. The audience clapped and enjoyed and appre- 
ciated; and they had much to appreciate — from the 
choirs, to the dancers, to the orchestra and the featured 
individual performers. This year’s Ukrainian Festival 
of Carols was held Dec. 3 in the Ballroom of MacEwan 
Hall on the University of Calgary campus. A special 
background mural depicting the Nativity scene was 
painted for the occasion by Marusia Shysh and Natalka 
Melysh. 

Halya Wilson, Master of Ceremonies, carried the 
evening along smoothly and graciously by introducing 
each number and setting a background for the presen- 
tation. Her commentary was rounded out by the addi- 
tion of several youngsters from the Ukrainian Youth 
Association (CYM) who gave the traditional Ukrainian 
greetings (vinchannia) which are presented by carol- 
ers to their hosts. A wide variety of Ukrainian groups 
from Calgary were represented as well as a group from 
Edmonton, the Ukrainian Male Chorus, directed by 
Greg Maluzynsky. This chorus, along with the Suzyria 
Dance Theatre, will be putting Ukrainian culture on 
the stage with a musical production of Shevchenko’s 
Katyryna, in June of 2007 in both Calgary and 
Edmonton. 

The mainstay of the program continued to be the 
choirs with their dedicated directors, well known names 
in the Ukrainian community, Linda Dudar, Cathy 
Lebedovich and Elena Scherbyna-Baker. They sang 
both traditional and contemporary Ukrainian carols 
including all the choirs opening the concert with God 
Eternal and ending it with Silent Night. Just as well 
known, and making great reputations for themselves 
in the province, were the dance groups Tryzub and 
Suzirya. These are talented young people led by tal- 


ented directors and choreographers — Vasyl Kanevets 
and Serhij Makarov, respectively. They danced with 
precision, energy and enjoyment and impressed with 
the physical skill required. A welcome addition to the 
concert this year was the Calgary Hopak Ensemble Or- 
chestra directed by Hazel Skulsky. This orchestra will 
be performing in other venues as well, over the Christ- 
mas season, as will most of the other groups involved 
in the Festival of Carols. The concert was opened and 
closed with the impressive massing on stage of the four 
Calgary choirs plus the male chorus from Edmonton. 
Also, it must be mentioned that the costumes and dress 
of all the groups taking part in the concert was beauti- 
fully Ukrainian; and, as always, the dancers were par- 
ticularly striking. 

Several performers were given individual roles: Elena 
Scherbyna-Baker-singing and playing her own com- 
position, Na Rozhdestvo. Having moved to Canada 
from Ukraine in 1997 and conducting St. Vladimir’s 
Youth Choir at her first Festival of Carols in Calgary 
was so moved by our ability to glorify the birth of Christ 
freely, that she went home and wrote this very spiritual 
carol. Nadia Sparrow on flute and Harvey Myk on 
cymbaly accompanied St. Stephens Ukrainian Catho- 
lic Church Choir. 

This concert was funded by the Ukrainian Canadian 
Professional and Business Association in conjunction 
with the Echoes of Ukraine Association. The main task 
of organizing the event was very ably handled by Mike 
Шпуску, President of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress. 
Rork Hilford, President of the UCPBA, expressed his 
appreciation and thanked the directors with flowers; 
and as usual, Joe Karapinka (Echoes of Ukraine-Shaw 
cable channel 70) was available, with his crew, to film 
the event for future broadcasting and portions of the 
audio will be telecast on Roman Brytan’s Ukrainian 
Radio Show in Edmonton on 101.7 fm during the fes- 
tive season. 


Singer Rosemarie Todaschuk with guest host Chief Jack 
Ewatski of the Winnipeg Police Service and Sylvia 
Todaschuk, President of the Ukrainian Professional and 
Business Club of Winnipeg. 


Winnipeg Р & B’s host Touchdown Zabava 


By Rosemarie Todaschuk 

While the City of Winnipeg played host to Canada’s 
94th Grey Cup Festival, the Ukrainian Professional and 
Business Club of Winnipeg, Inc. celebrated the sport- 
ing event and scored major points in sponsoring a very 
successful Touchdown Zabava fundraiser Noy. 17th on 
the 5th floor Royal Crown Grand Ballroom at Fort 
Garry Place. 

The guest host, Chief Jack Ewatski of the Winnipeg 
Police Service was piped in by the City of Winnipeg 
Police Pipe Band which then entertained everyone in 
attendance. 

The Police Pipe Band electrified the proceedings 
leaving the capacity gathering with something to talk 
about for years to come! Then, Chief Jack Ewatski, 
who was a former referee official for the Canadian Foot- 
ball League for many years, tossed the coin and led the 
Game Ball Kick Off to an enjoyable and entertaining 
evening. 

During the Ukrainian Buffet Dinner, guests from 
across Canada were entertained by Rosemarie 
Todaschuk and her Jazz Trio, Brian Cherwick, Melos 
Folk Ensemble and Hoosli Male Chorus. 

In the Fourth Quarter, the Kubasonics from 
Edmonton punched it into the End Zone for the Touch- 
down Zabaya! As a result of the great attendance along 
with the donation of many terrific raffle prizes includ- 
ing two Grey Cup tickets in Prime seats for the Sunday 
game donated by Pitblado LLP - Barristers & Solici- 
tors, Walter Saranchuk, Q.C. and Andrew Ogaranko, 
Q.C., proceeds will fund a crate of medical supplies to 
be sent to our Twin City of Lviv, Ukraine as well as for 
Holy Family Nursing Home. 


All the best to you 
and yours for а magical holiday season 
Христос Раждається! 
Darka, Brad, Liz, Stephanie, Sabrina, Pamela 


ps BOTTOM LINE 
X Productions Inc. 
communications - strategic marketing - development 
edmonton - calgary 
bottomlinepro.com 


"MAKING MEMORIES TIMELESS"- Since 1924 


Thanking everybody for your business 
in 2006 and wishing you a 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 


Walter Ostapchuk 
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16625 STONY PLAIN ROAD, EDMONTON, ALBERTA T5P 4A8 
TELEPHONE: 484-7751; FAX:484-9827 
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For Banquets, Weddings, Parties please call 


484-7751 


Weddings & Banquets up to 400 people 
We specialize in Ukrainian Food 


With warmest wishes for a Christmas and 
everything that brings you happiness! 


ХРИСТОС РАЖДАЄТЬСЯ! 


зб сор 


BARRISTERS, SOLICITORS, NOTARIES 
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Q.C., C.Arb., B.A., LL.B., LL.M. 


PHONE: (780) 428-8900 
Direct Extension 305 Te 
FAX: (780) 429-8889 


888 CN TOWER, 
10004 - 104 AVENUE 
EDMONTON, ALTA T5J OK1 
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2007 TOURS TO UKRAINE 


Apr 30-May 15; June 4-19; July 2-17; Sept6-21; Oct 4-19 
Peter Drosdowech's GRAND TOURS of WESTERN UKRAINE feature: 


visits to cities, villages, bazaars, indoor and outdoor museums, churches and 
monasteries, forts and castles, cultural events and concerts, and much more. 


These ALL-INCLUSIVE TOURS are guided in English and include: 
airfare, quality hotels and resorts, all meals, chartered bus and admission to events. 


Vancouver $4245. Edmonton or Calgary 54145, Saskatoon or Regina $4045. 
Winnipeg $3895. Toronto $3745. (High Season July 2-17 Tour. add 5300.) 
Prices are per person (double occupancy). (Single occupancy: add $400.) 
Altine/Aiport taxes and Medical & Cancellation Insurance are extra costs. 

Toll-free 1 888 269 3013 or E-mail:ToursToUkraine@mts.net 


www. ToursToUkraine.ca 


TOURS TO UKRAINE A DIVISION OF UKRAINE VENTURES LTD. 
MEMBER OF CANADA'S NATIONAL UKRAINIAN FESTIVAL; AFFILIATED WITH TERRI'S TRAVEL INTERNATIONAL 


Веселих Різдвяних Свят ma 
щасливого Нового Року! 


SAUSAGE MAKERS™ 


Delicatessen Meat Market 
Respected sausage makers, established since 1958. 
Purveyour of their own delicatessen garlic sausages, meat loaves, 
wieners, salami, and other "Famous Products" delicacies. 


* Wood smoked bacon 

е Smoked turkeys 

Delicatessen sausages and cheese 
» Freezer beef, veal, pork 

» Social packs 

» Kobassa with impeccable taste! 

» Hot from our own smokehouses. 


™ property of 
CENTRAL PRODUCTS & FOODS LTD. 
630 Nairn Avenue, Winnipeg 
Ph: 667-2981 


22 
Merry Christmas! 
Христос Раждається! 


РУ 
Gregory Panchyshyn, СЕР 


Financial Consultant 
Investors Group Financial Services Inc., |.G. Insurance Services Inc.* 


12315 Stony Plain Road, Edmonton, AB T5N 3Y8 
Ph. (780) 488-3828 Ext. 253 1-800-880-8845 (toll Free) 
Fax (780) 488-3822 panchg1 @investorsgroup.com 


* License Sponsored by The Great West Life Assurance Company 


«СЛАВА УКРАЇНІ!» 


May the Christ Child bring Joy, 
Peace and Happiness to All. 


from 
EDWARD M. SOUTHERN 
Honorary Consul of Ukraine for Alberta 


CONSULATE OF UKRAINE 
1840, 444 - Sth Ave. SW 

Calgary, Alberta T2P 2T8 

Ph: (403) 265-7711 Fax: (403) 265-7733 
e-mail: ed.southern @telus.net 


KROES ENERGY INC. 


1840, 444 - 5th AVE SW 
CALGARY, ALBERTA T2P 2T8 
Ph: (403) 265-7711 е Fax: (403) 265-7733 


«СЛАВА УКРАЇНІ!» 


May the Spirit 
of Christmas bring you 
Peace and Happiness 
now and throughout 
the New Year. 


This Christmas, 
give a gift that lasts 
all year long! 
Give 


Цього Різдва дайте 
подарунок що 
триватиме цілий рік! 
Дайте 


Ukrainian News || Українські Вісті 


Please fill out the form 
below and we will send the 
newspaper along with a 
Christmas card informing 
them of their subscription. 


Виповніть, будь ласка, цю 
форму, а ми пішлемо 
газету разом із святочним 
повідомленням про по- 


дарунок. 


Please send a subscription to Ukrainian News for 
1 year, 2 years to: 

Name: 

Address: 

City: 


This is a present from: 


PRICES: 
І year (24 issues) $35.00 (CND) (GST included) 
2 years (48 issues) $65.00 (CND) (GST included) 


1 year (24 issues) $40.00 (US) 
2 years (48 issues) $75.00 (US) 


Outside Canada and the USA: Twice the USA rate. 


In Canada: 


In the U.S.A.: 


Please mail, along with a cheque or money order, payable to 
Ukrainian News, for the appropriate amount to: 
Ukrainian News 
Suite 1, 12227 - 107 Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta, Canada T5M 1Y9 
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CUDA hosts IFC business 
delegation from Ukraine 


(CUDA)-Nov. 29 at the Taste of Ukraine restaurant, 


the Canada Ukraine Development Association (CUDA) - 


hosted a dinner meeting with a nine-member business 
delegation from Ukraine lead by Dr. Roman Zyla of 
the IFC. Their mission was to observe best practices in 
Canadian corporate governance, management styles, 
and financial strategies. The visiting Ukrainian busi- 
nesses included a glass manufacturer, warehouse and 
logistics business, car and truck leasing, battery manu- 
facturer and a swine breeder. 

Dr. Roman Zyla, Project Manager - International Fi- 
nance Corporation (IFC), was the main speaker for the 
evening and spoke of the growing business commu- 
nity in Ukraine. Ukrainian businesses are eager to work 
together with Canadian enterprises so that they may 
adapt well-respected Canadian business methodology. 
Dr. Zyla also encouraged business members of CUDA 
to come to Ukraine and start projects of their own, 
whether it be a partnership, joint venture or develop- 
ing а small business. Many people can assist such ven- 
tures including the IFC, Canadian Embassy trade of- 
ficers and such organizations as CUDA, and chambers 
of commerce. 


Vadym Nesterchuk of Optima Leasing Ltd. also. 


spoke, explaining how the leasing business in Ukraine 
formed a formal umbrella organization that advises the 
Ukrainian government regarding business taxes and 
policy planning. Nesterchuk realizes the potential and 
importance of partnering with Canadian companies, as 
this gives a higher credibility to Ukrainian organiza- 
tion as well as the likelihood of adapting Canadian style 
corporate practices. 

IFC’s Ukraine Corporate Development Project was 
launched in 2002 with the financial support of the Соу- 
ernment of Canada provided through the Canadian In- 
ternational Development Agency, and the Government 
of Switzerland through the State Secretariat for Eco- 
nomic Affairs. 

The mission of the new Project is to promote the 
development of the private sector in Ukraine by intro- 
ducing international best practices and advising enter- 
prises, government agencies and educational institu- 
tions on corporate governance, financial management, 
and financing/investment strategies. 


Canada Trade Days in Ukraine 


(Embassy of Canada in Ukraine)—Dec. 6 — 8 the 
Canadian Embassy in Ukraine, the Department of For- 
eign Affairs and International Trade Canada together 
with Ukrainian partners — International Management 
Institute, InvestUkraine (Ukrainian Centre for Foreign 
Investment Promotion) held Canadian Trade Days in 
Ukraine. з 

The focus of the program was a special business semi- 
nar on Dec. 7 at IMI entitled “Opportunities for Canada 
— Ukraine Partnerships in Energy, Agriculture and Con- 
struction” will showcase Canadian companies capabili- 
ties in those three sectors to targeted audiences in Ukraine. 

To date over a dozen Canadian private sector com- 
panies, as well as Export Development Canada (EDC), 
Saskatchewan Trade and Export Partnership (STEP), 
Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA), 
Natural Resources Canada (NRCan) and the EBRD will 
be participating in the event. 


Over the past four years Canadian exports to Ukraine 
increased by 50%, are up 35% in the first 9 month this 
year and promise to exceed $100 million in 2006. Much 
of this increase has resulted from growing number of 
competitive and outward looking Ukrainian companies 
seeking the most efficient and cost effective products 
and technologies, as well as Canadian businesses’ 
awareness of opportunities in Ukraine. Canada is also 
looking forward to Ukraine’s intended accession to the 
World Trade Organization and its positive impact on 
cooperation between the two countries in trade and in- 
vestment sector. 

“Opportunities for Canada — Ukraine Partnerships 
in Energy, Agriculture and Construction” seminar and 
the Canadian trade delegation visit to Ukraine will be 
the first of a series of trade events in Ukraine to show- 
case Canadian equipment, technology and services in 
sectors of mutual interest. 


Launch of CIDA’s PROGINT project 


(Canadian Embassy in Ukraine) —On Dec. 5 the Dip- 
lomatic Academy of Ukraine hosted the official sign- 
ing ceremony for the four year “Promoting Ukraine’s 
Global Integration” (PROGINT) project. PROGINT is 
financed by the Canadian International Development 
Agency (CIDA) and implemented by York University 
and the Diplomatic Academy of Ukraine in partnership 
with the Canadian Foreign Service Institute. This sign- 
ing ceremony took place within the context of the Моу- 
ing Forward; Looking Back International Roundtable, 
which is being jointly hosted by the Diplomatic Acad- 
emy of Ukraine, the Embassy of Canada in Kyiv and 
the Embassy of the Republic of Poland in Kyiv. CIDA’s 
contribution to PROGINT is C$2,220,064. 

The goal of this project is to ensure the successful 
integration of Ukraine into the global market economy 
through the strengthening of the Government of 
Ukraine’s capacity to promote Ukraine’s commercial 


interests around the world. With the support of the 
project, Ukraine’s Embassy Economic Analysts and 
Commercial Attaches will gain the capacity to promote 
Ukraine’s commercial interests in a more effective, 
environmentally, culturally and gender sensitive man- 
ner. This trade program will provide the basis for a broad 
institutional capacity building component that will sup- 
port the Diplomatic Academy of Ukraine’s emergence 
as a leading-edge training institution with a wide range 
of sustainable face-to-face and on-line training in vari- 
ous foreign service subjects. 

Project activities will also include specialized knowl- 
edge development activities, including regional eco- 
nomic dynamics, international trade policy and borders 
negotiation. These activities will be tailored to the 
unique situation of Ukraine and will build on past part- 
nership efforts between York University and the Dip- 
lomatic Academy of Ukraine. 


U.S. energy company vies for oil contract 


By Nikola Krastev 

(RFE/RL)—Negotiations are continuing between the 
Ukrainian government and Houston-based Vanco Energy 
Company for the right to drill for oil in the Black Sea. 

Talks on the tender, which would be the first granted 
to a Western investor in Ukraine’s oil-and-gas sector, took 
place on Dec. 6 in New York on the sidelines of a busi- 
ness forum aimed at attracting U.S. investors to Ukraine. 
Negotiations are expected to end in January 2007. 

Ukraine could net billions of dollars if the deal goes 
through. If signed, Ukraine would get at least 51 per- 
cent of the future profits from the production-sharing 
agreement (PSA). 

But there has been speculation that the negotiations 
have stalled and that Russia’s state-controlled gas gi- 
ant, Gazprom, may become Ukraine’s partner in the 
project. Ukraine’s Fuel and Energy Minister Yuriy 
Boyko denied that the Ukrainian government is inter- 
ested in Gazprom’s participation. 

“There are always topics of dispute when negotiat- 
ing a project of such magnitude but I do not doubt that 
we will find a compromise,” Boyko said. “The nego- 
tiations with our partners [Vanco Energy] have dem- 


onstrated that we are close to [a deal]. By the end of 
January [2007] we will sign an agreement.” 

Vanco Chairman Gene Van Dyke also downplayed 
rumors of significant differences between his company 
and the Ukrainian government. 

“T think there are only rumors, I’ve heard nothing of 
that from the official point of view, we’ ve been awarded 
the tender and you ve heard what the minister [Boyko] 
said. We’re negotiating constructively to finish an 
agreement within the time allowed,” Van Dyke said. 

Vanco itself does not have the capacity to conduct 
seismic-exploration drilling at a depth of over 600 
meters below sea level. Instead, it will hire subcon- 
tractors for the job. 

The tender is being negotiated for a period of at least 
30 years with possible 10-year extensions. 

But questions have been raised about Ukraine’s busi- 
ness environment — in particular, corruption. Western 
investors are eying the Vanco tender as a test for 
Ukraine’s commitment to liberalize its economy and 
to introduce much-needed transparency. Van Dyke says 
that he doesn’t see political risks because the contract 
is too big and too important for Ukraine. 
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Holovchenko unexpectedly triumphs 


Bob Ramsak for the IAAF 

Propelled by a gutsy front-running performance, 
Tetyana Holovchenko of Ukraine stormed to the 
women’s senior title at the 13th SPAR European Cross 
Country Championships at San Giorgio su Legnano, 
Italy, Dec. 10. 

“T never expected to win,” said the 26-year-old, until 
now better known as a 1500 metre specialist. “I thought 
that a place in the top three was within 

Yet from the outset, she ran with a vigour which il- 
lustrated that that nothing short of victory would sat- 
isfy the competitive ferocity she put on display. 

Russian Maria Konovalova took the initiative from 
the outset, setting a tempo that initially only 
Holovchenko decided to match. Running on the 
Russian’s shoulder, the pair quickly created a 15 metre 
lead on a chase pack that included Briton Jo Pavey, 
Hungary’s Aniko Kalovics, and Hayley Yelling, the 
2004 winner from Great Britain. 

Konovalova, this year’s Russian national cross coun- 
try champion, continued to control the tempo for much 
of the second lap, while Kalovics, Pavey, Yelling, and 
Serbian Olivera Jevtic narrowed the gap to create a 
fairly large lead pack midway through the race. 

As the pack began the final lap, Kalovics took a brief 
lead, a fleeting move that the remaining contenders — 
Konovalova, Holovchenko, Jevtic and Yelling — re- 
sponded too, but one that would eventually eliminate 
the Hungarian. Soon thereafter Yelling dropped back, 
while Jevtic, the European Championship silver med- 
allist in the Marathon and a four-time bronze medallist 
in this event, looked ready to strike as the trio, led by 
the Hungarian, made their way towards the backstretch 
of the stadium track, some 250 metres from the finish. 

But Jevtic couldn’t manage an attack while 
Holovchenko, with 2:00.81 and 4:05.01 middle distance 


UNESCO honour for Klitschkos 


UNESCO is honoring Ukrainian boxers Vitali and 
Wladimir Klitschko for their work to bring sport and 
education to poor children around the world, reports 
The Associated Press. 

The brothers won praise for their work on aid projects 
in Namibia, Brazil and Romania, the UN Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organisation said in a statement 
on Dec. 2. 

Former WBC heavyweight champion Vitali and 
younger brother Wladimir, the IBF champion, will be 


23. 


Веселих Різдвяних Свят та щасливого 
Нового Року! Христос Раждається! 
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EDMONTON’ is ORIGINAL SLEEP SHOP 


| MATTRESSES, FUTONS 
| MASSAGE CHAIRS, LINENS 


TOO BUSY TO SHOP 
ІМ PERSON? PHONE 
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OUT OF TOWN CALL 
1-800-665-1952 


10224 - 174 Ave 
dmonton, Alberta T5X 5W5 
780-415-5633 
Toll free 1-877-353-5633 
www.tourukraine.com 
Email:rjstours@shawbiz.ca 


WHERE YOUR PERFECT VACATION BEGINS 


We specialize in escorted group tours & individual 
travel services to & within Ukraine, we have our 
own English speaking staff in Ukraine 


Tetyana Holovchenko of Ukraine wins the senior 
women’s title at 2006 European XC (IAAF photo) 


bests to her credit, used her track speed to maintain her 
ground en route to her surprise one-second victory over 
the Russian in 25:17 over the 8030m course. Three sec- 
onds later, Jevtic collected bronze medal No. 5, while 
Kalovics reached the line another five seconds later, 
again missing out on a podium position. 

Holovchenko’s was the first medal of any kind for a 
Ukrainian woman. 


We are now taking reservations for our 
escorted group tours to Ukraine 2007. We have 
3 departure dates: 


May 21 - June б 
July 16 - August 1 але! 
August 21 - September 6. 


named as “UNESCO Champions for Sport” at the 
organisation’s Paris headquarters on Dec. 4. 

UNESCO said it was honoring the brothers for “their 
exceptional success in the sport of boxing, their long- 
term commitment on behalf of the marginalised” and 
support for agency programs. 

Two-time Olympic judo champion David Douillet 
and recently retired Formula One driver Michael 
Schumacher have previously been honored by 
UNESCO. 


| February 8 - 23, 2007 - What a treat awaits you at this 5 star property | 
called the Gala Resort in Huatulco, Mexico. Considered one of the | 
world's most beautiful resorts. This is an all-inclusive vacation. 
Escorted by Patricia. 


| February 26 - March 12, 2007 - Our annual all-inclusive tour to Varadero | 
| Beach, Cuba. Accommodation at the beautiful 5 star Barcelo Solymar 
| Resort. Escorted by Robert J. Tomkins. LAST CALL | 


March 6, 2007 - 1 or 2 weeks іп the Mayan Riviera. 
| Escorted by В... Tomkins. 


Khlistunova, Lisogor win gold 


(SwimWorld/UkrNews)— Anna 
Khlistunova and Oleg Lisogor both 
won gold medals at the European 
Short Course Swimming Champi- 
onships in Helsinki, Dec. 9-10 

Khlistunova, of the Volozno club 
in Rivne, claimed the 100m title in 
a championship record of Imin 
05.73sec, British champion Kirsty 
Balfour’s 1:06.57 just shy of her 
best, with Bath University-based 
Janne Schaefer, of Germany, third 
on 1:07.32. 

The excited champion said she was 
speechless as Lisogor and other team- 
mates rushed up to hug her. Balfour 
was a little more measured: “It’s been 
an incredible year,” she said. 

Meanwhile, Lisogor has now won 
the 50m breaststroke title six times. 


Gold medallist Anna Khlistunova of 
Ukraine waves after the women’s 
100m breaststroke final of the Eu- 
ropean Short Course Swimming 
Championships in Helsinki Dec. 10. 
Reuters/Kimmo Mantyla/Lehtikuva. 


The latest victory fell to him in a 
championship record in 26.50 sec, 
ahead of Italian Alessandro Terrin 
on 26.92, with Britain’s Darren 
Mew third on 27.23. None of the 
medallists clocked a best time, 
Lisogor’s world record at 26.17, 
Terrin’s Italian record at 26.60 and 
Mew’s British record at 26.72. 
ees was sappy, with his 100 


meter breaststroke gold but not his 
time, 58,14. 

“T tried to swim under 58, but I 
guess I hadn’t rested enough.” 

Silver went to Ukraine as well, to 
Valeriy Dymo with 58,64. Dymo is 
six years younger than Lisogor. 

As well, Ukraine’s Iryna 
Amshennikova won the silver in the 
50m backstroke. 


Ї call us toll free at 1-877-353-5633 for detailed brochures. 


10224 - 174 Ave, 
Edmonton, Alberta 1752 5W5 


The Robert J. Tomkins Ukrainian "Zabava" program from both 
Winnipeg and Edmonton can now be heard on the internet. 
Go to www.tourukraine.com, click on "Zabava Show" and enjoy. 


R.J.'s Tours Ltd 


“Where your perfeet vacation begins ~ 
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The all-time | 
best-selling 
Ukrainian 
vodka in 
Canada 
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Виготовлена | Wwww.zirkova.com 


Златогорським 
заводом 


Available in Alberta, Ontario, РУДА СУ | 
Manitoba & Saskatchewan at =o LL г BO LCBO) 


